TU10


Context, Denotation, Connotation

(pages in set text: 83-91)

Overview

• Denotation

• Connotation

• Semantic prosody

• Political correctness

Review questions

1. What term is used to describe the way words ‘refer to the extension of an entity’

2. Give examples of the way denotative meaning can vary greatly depending on context.

3. In what way is the translator involved in matching the ‘values’ of words rather than their strictly denotative meaning?

4. Describe the relation between political correctness and connotation and meaning.

4. List some of the political correctness issues posed by grammatical gender when translating into English and mention some common solutions.

5. Give an  intralingual example of political incorrectness.  Suggest a politically correct interlingual translation.

Activities

T1 Consider the importance of an awareness of connotation when translating the following texts

(T1a) Facilities for Visually Impaired People

There are seats at the front of each auditorium for visually impaired people. Please mention your requirements when booking your tickets.

Guide Dogs 

Guide dogs can be taken into the auditorium. Please mention this when booking and you'll be offered an aisle seat, and told about any special effects that might affect your dog's comfort. Alternatively, guide dogs can be left in the care of front-of-house staff.

Audio-Described Performances 

Most productions are audio-described, usually at a matinee and an evening performance. Audio description is a live commentary, by trained describers, interspersed with the actors' dialogue. There is also a 'programme notes' description, starting 15 minutes before the production, that helps to capture the atmosphere, costumes, characters and action before and during the course of a performance. Description is relayed via a discreet headset linked to the infrared audio system. When booking for an audio-described performance, please let us know where you'd prefer to sit and the number of headsets you require. Headsets should be collected before the performance from the information desk next to the box office in whichever theatre you are seeing a show. Programme notes are available on tape in advance.

(T1b)Fishing access for physically challenged anglers

Trying to get to a good fishing spot can be difficult if you're in a wheelchair or have a similar physical challenge. There are a number of fishing waters in Utah, though, where access is pretty easy.

The following is a list of waters that provide fishing access, and good fishing, to anglers who have physical challenges (please be aware that not all of these areas have hard surfaces and those that do may not meet ADA standards — call the nearest Division of Wildlife Resources office for more information. Also, many of these waters have special fishing regulations — please check the 2004 Utah Fishing Proclamation to learn the regulations for the water you'll be fishing.):

T2 Consider the difficulties or challenges involved in dealing with political correctness strategies in the ST.

Once you start on the water bath routine, it is very good for your baby’s health if you massage him with any baby oil before bathing. This is practised traditionally in some countries. It is a wonderful way to lavish your baby with the attention she needs and loves. This massage aids food absorption, promotes sleep, builds immunity and develops muscle tone and co-ordination. 

Bathing Tips

Until your baby's navel has healed, do sponge baths (cleaning only the parts of your baby that really need attention-her hands, face, neck and diaper area).

Make sure that you have everything ready before the bath so you will not have to leave your baby. Never ever leave the baby alone in the bath even for a second.

Always test the water with your elbow, the water should feel just warm. The temperature felt by the hand may feel right, but may scald the delicate skin of the baby.

If you use a baby bathtub, it will make bath time easier for you. 

T3 Consider the importance of connotation when attempting to translate these texts into English.

(T3a) Sono passati 67 anni da quando Hattie MacDonald divenne la prima donna di colore ad essere premiata con l’Oscar per “Via col Vento”. All’epoca il riconoscimento fece scalpore, e si arrivò a  parlare  addirittura di una svolta importante per la società Americana. […] Con l’eccezione dell’Oscar di Sidney Poitier, passarono molti decenni prima che Hollywood premiasse nuovamente attori di colore.

(T3b) I programmi di allenamento

In tutti I centri GetFit vengono messi a punto programmi personalizzati di allenamento da svolgere con le più moderne attrezzature Technogym e con l’assistenza di figure professionali altamente qualificate: l’istruttore della sala fitness e il Personal Trainer.

L’Istruttore della Sala fitness è a disposizione di tutti gli ospiti del club ed è il tuo punto di riferimento costante per l’attività che svolgi nella sala fitness.

Con “lui” o “lei” imparerai ad utilizzare in maniera ottimale le attrezzature e a raggiungere obiettivi sempre più ambiziosi, grazie alla revisione periodica del tuo programma di allenamento.

Il Personal Trainer (servizio extra abbonamento)

Il Personal trainer è un allenatore specialista di fitness che si dedica esclusivamente a te. Come? Prende nota dei tuoi orari di lavoro, del tuo stile di vita, dei tuoi impegni familiari e studia un piano di allenamento che ottimizzi al massimo il tempo che hai a disposizione.

In più ti segue passo dopo passo, motivandoti e proponendoti una grande varietà di metodi di allenamento.

(T4) La argenteria Ganci non è la classica bottega. Infatti questa azienda occupa l’intero civico 11 di via Altaguardia. Del resto,  gran parte del lavoro viene eseguita al suo interno. Oltre a questa parte produttiva, al secondo piano dello stabile c’è una sala esposizione dove il cliente si perde tra le vetrine e gli scaffali pieni d’argenti.

