TU2 

Review Question keys

1. The English (Theme) have no respect for their language (Rheme).

2. Theme corresponds to Given Information; Rheme is equated with New Information.

3. The theme occurs at the beginning of the sentence; the Rheme is the rest of the sentence.

4. Communicative dynamism is the ratio of Theme to Rheme. The more Rheme, the higher the communicative dynamism of a clause or sentence.

5. In Functional Grammar Theme is identified with the word in initial position, whereas Rheme is not considered.

6. The unmarked option is Subject as Theme.

7. a. unmarked, b. unmarked, c. marked (fronting an adverb), d. marked (identifying theme);.

8. The translator needs to ensure unmarked theme in the ST is translated with a correspondingly unmarked theme in the TT and not with a marked theme; similarly a marked theme must be translated with a marked theme into the TL. However, the thematic structure of the TL must be the conventional one. 

