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Reference and Equivalence


( pages in set text 67-74)

Overview

•Semantics

•Reference

•Equivalence

Review questions

1.What is the essential characteristic of a content word?

2. What do we call the words or expressions used to refer to things?

3. What is the term for the ‘thing’ referred to?

4. In interlingual translation there may not be full equivalence between references. Provide examples.

5. Define minimal bracketing and its usefulness as a translation procedure. Provide an example of successful minimal bracketing.

Translation Activities and Tasks

T1 Indicate how minimal bracketing can help to translate the following:

SPARKLES Confetti is a beautifully presented range in Metallic, Holographic and Iridescent styles for table decoration and greetings. The products are presented in stylish clear packaging with a full colour integrated header for hanging. Each packet contains 14g of colourful confetti pieces. There is an extensive range to choose from covering Birthdays, Weddings, Baby, Valentines, Halloween, Christmas & New Year

T2 Consider the following pairs of text and identity the problematical referents from a translation point of view. 

(T2a) Throwing Confetti

 Our new Bio-degradable throwing confetti is perfect for all wedding occasions.

(T2b)Prezzi e Qualità

Per valutare la qualità e quindi il prezzo dei confetti alla mandorla, la cosa più importante è la lavorazione, la qualità ed il calibro della mandorla usata. 

(T3a) Affitto appartamento trilocale con Box - €500 (monthly)

In condominio appartamento trilocale di circa 80 mq composto da una cucina arredata, due camere arredate, una con terrazzo con vista sulle colline, ripostiglio lavanderia e all'esterno c'e il box per auto e moto.

(T3b) A superb two double bedrooms, first floor purpose built flat with a garage and communal garden to the rear. Well presented and situated close to Streatham Hill Station. Viewing recommended. The property forms part of a well managed and cared for development and comprises two double bedrooms, kitchen, bath and reception leading to a balcony with far reaching south westerly views.

(T4a) Berets. Oh, the connotations; and the connotations! France, Picasso, Che, Revolution, Romance, Art, Existentialism, Special Military Forces, Spain, The Basque, Impressionism, Surrealism, Bohemians, Beatniks, Monica Lewinsky, The Pyrenees, Camus, Sartre, The Underground, Bob Marley, and on and on. Is there an article of clothing that drips with resonance and symbolism more than "The Beret"? I think not. We, The Village Hat Shop, have been selling berets since the spring of 1980 and on the web since 1997. You'll find berets from three continents and half-dozen countries assembled at our four California retail stores and at Berets.com. So whether you are looking for men's berets, women's berets, or berets in bulk you have come to the right place.

Berets.com Headwear Now Being Sold in the UK and Europe at Village Hats UK

(T4b)Antica cappelleria attiva dalla metà del XIX secolo che offre la possibilità di acquistare cappelli online. Roberto Manzoni conosce questo mercato essendo anche da trent'anni agente di commercio di alcuni qualificati produttori di copricapi. Nel catalogo sono presenti: cappelli invernali, berretti invernali, cappelli estivi e berretti estivi.

T5 Consider  and define the problems posed for the translator by some of the referents in the following texts. Discuss possible strategies for dealing with them. 

(T5a)The boom in supermarket shopping online has led to the creation of the fastest milkfloat yet to hit the streets. A Tyneside company that has made almost all of Britain’s milkfloats since the Second World War is switching its production line to making vans for supermarket home deliveries. An electric delivery van has been developed (see image 2, right) that has greater acceleration than any diesel-powered equivalent and a top speed of 50mph (80km/h).

(T5b)La maglia della salute

È così che le nonne chiamavano una volta le magliette intime perché riuscivano a tenere lontani raffreddori e dolori articolari. Fino a qualche decennio fa esse erano invariabilmente di lana e molti bambini di allora odiavano la maglia della salute proprio perché causava loro una sensazione di fastidio e prurito sulla pelle. E da qui la svolta: l'alternativa alla lana era diventato il cotone, anche se la lana restava il materiale più caldo.

