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Overview 

• Context

• Top-down processing

• Scenarios

• Context of situation

Review questions

1. Give some examples of various versions of the ‘scenario concept’

2. Explain why expectancy is helpful to translators.

3. What is the following quote defining:?

 ‘someone addressing someone else about something , somewhere for some reason and in some way’

4. Write a brief definition of the following

(a) Field



(b) Tenor



(c) Mode

5. How does analysis of these elements enable the translator to achieve equivalence?

6. Is context of situation a fixed and stable aspect of texts? Provide an example to illustrate your answer.

Explain what J. House means by ‘dimensions of language user’ and ‘dimensions of language use’.

Translating Activities and Tasks

Look at the following texts and comment on any changing ‘contexts of situation’ within them. How does awareness of this aspect of context aid the translator? (IGNORE as it refers to texts contained in the handout)

(T3) This text is taken from a local authority information pamphlet for dog owners. How do you think this context might influence certain translation decisions and strategies. 

Come funziona il microchip (transponder)

Il transponder è una capsula di circa 10mm x 2mm, con carrateristiche conformi a standard internazionali (norme ISO 11784-11785), realizzata in materiale biocompatibile e dotata di un sistema che impedisce la sua migrazione nel sottocute dell’animale.

All’ interno di tale capsula è presente il microchip vero e proprio, un congegno elettronico che stimolato da onde radio emesse da un apposito apparecchio (lettore), risponde in modo assolutamente costante restituendo un segnale che lo stesso lettore traduce in un codice univoco, rappresentato dalla combinazione di 15 caratteri.

