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The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin tra I’America e I’Inghilterra

My pamphlet by some means falling into the hands of one Lyons, a surgeon, author of a
book entitled "The Infallibility of Human Judgment," it occasioned an acquaintance
between us. He took great notice of me, called on me often to converse on those
subjects, carried me to the Horns, a pale alehouse in -- -- Lane, Cheapside, and
introduced me to Dr. Mandeville, author of the "Fable of the Bees," who had a club
there, of which he was the soul, being a most facetious, entertaining companion. Lyons,
too, introduced me to Dr. Pemberton, at Batson's Coffee-house, who promis'd to give
me an opportunity, some time or other, of seeing Sir Isaac Newton, of which I was
extremely desirous; but this never happened.

I had brought over a few curiosities, among which the principal was a purse made of
the asbestos, which purifies by fire. Sir Hans Sloane heard of it, came to see me, and
invited me to his house in Bloomsbury Square, where he show'd me all his curiosities,
and persuaded me to let him add that to the number, for which he paid me handsomely.



