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PART TWO



D. LANGUAGE LEARNING SITES/ONE

In this section you will visit some sites specifically designed to help you learn English, and you will do some of the exercises and activities available on the sites.  

These are only a few of the many sites online for developing your language skills.  Visit these sites often, look for others and tell your friends about them.  
	®[image: image2.png]





	[image: image3.jpg]world-english






1. 


Go to World English at http://www.world-english.org/
As you can see, this site is full of 

ACTIVITIES, EXERCISES AND TESTS
A.  Getting to know the Site  
Let’s look around the site to get familiar with it. 
1)   Look at the list of links on the home page and answer the following questions.

2)  What links will help you work on your grammar?

[image: image4.bmp]…
3)  What links will help you work on your vocabulary?

[image: image5.bmp]…
4)  Where can you click to work on reading comprehension?

[image: image6.bmp]…
5)  What about….

--reading the news from around the world? 
[image: image7.bmp]…
--doing something fun?    [image: image8.bmp]…
--listening watching videos? [image: image9.bmp]…
B. Just for Fun 
1)  Click on  50 amazing facts under Reading.  
2)  Read through some of these facts.  Choose  3 that amazed you the most and write them down here:

Amazing fact One [image: image10.bmp]…   

Amazing fact two [image: image11.bmp]…   

Amazing fact three [image: image12.bmp]…    

C. How good is my English?

Let’s imagine you want to do a diagnostic test to assess your level of English.  
1)  What group of links should you go to?

[image: image13.bmp]…
2)  Click on the link for the Cambridge Placement Test.  Then click again on Cambridge Placement Test.   What happened?  

[image: image14.bmp]…
This is called a broken link.  Unfortunately it happens quite often on the Internet because links don’t get updated. 
When it does, you should click on the back arrow  [image: image15.png]


  on your tool bar (at the very top of your screen) to return to the previous page.

3) Let’s see if we can find a better link to test our English. Go back to the World English home page. Click on ENGLISH ASSESSMENT TEST or go to http://www.world-english.org/english_test.htm
4)  Click on  Test Me Now.  Follow the directions to take the test. You will first need to play the conversation, listen carefully and then answer the questions.

5)  When you get to the end of the test, check your results.

6)  What is your current English level, according to this test?  
[image: image16.bmp]…
7) Do you agree with this?  Explain.

[image: image17.bmp]…
D. How do you pronounce it?

Go to http://www.fonetiks.org/ from    [image: image18.jpg]world-english




 Now click on “fin” in the box next to American English
	 
	 SINGLE
VOWEL SOUNDS  

	AMERICAN 
ENGLISH 
	"fin"


 1)  Find the phonetic symbol for the vowel sound in the word the.  

a)  Click on this symbol to hear how it is pronounced. This sound is a   bit difficult for Italian speakers because it doesn’t exist in Italian phonetics. 

Repeat it several times until it sounds right.
b)  Practice the pronunciation of these words.   Keep clicking on the symbol till you get the sound right. 

the, a, seven, letter, calendar, an, and, but, madam, normal, ocean, Arab, comedy, couragious, nation, woman, around, controversy,  to, at, from, 
c) Did you notice that the letters in pink all represent the 
same sound? In other words, this sound can be spelled in five different ways:

e, a, u, ea,  ou
2)  Now,  find out how to pronounce  bird
a)  Click on the symbol and listen to how the word bird is pronounced.  Repeat it until you get the sound right.  

b)  Now pronounce these words with the same vowel sound:   

bird, heard, herd, work, world, were, curl, urge, girl, early, firm, circuit
c) The letters in pink show the different ways this sound can be written.    

Write the different spellings here.

[image: image19.bmp]…i,
3)  Now,  find out how to pronounce beat.  

a)  Click on the symbol and  listen to how the  word beat is pronounced. Repeat it until you get the sound right.

b) Pronounce these words with the same vowel sound:   

beat, seat, sheet, receive, brief, pier, fear, seizure, obscene, here, hear, beer, serene, prenatal, breathe, the (before vowels), leisure, we, he, she
c) How many ways can this sound be spelt?  

Write the different spellings here.

[image: image20.bmp]… 

4)  Now, find out how to pronounce  bit
a)  Click on the symbol, listen to how the word bit is pronounced.  Repeat it until you get the sound right.  

b)  Now pronounce these words with the same vowel sound:   

bit, kit, mint, hill, hymn, women, it, which, av(e)rage, cyclical, bicycle, pretty, forage, pigeon, lettuce, busy, business, build, mountain, waited
c) How many ways can this sound be spelt?  

Write the different spellings here.

[image: image21.bmp]… 

E) On your Own

Now, you choose three links from the World-English home page.  Visit each page and then fill in the information below.  [image: image22.bmp]…
	Site  name
	Type of activity
	Why you liked it or didn’t like it

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




 Hit the [image: image24.png]


save button before you go any further!




2.  The British Council 

Go to British Council  www.learnenglish.org.uk   

A.  Getting to know the Site  
1) Find the section called How can we help you?  and  click on Adult Learners. 

2) Skim the page.  Some of the links on this page are similar to the ones we saw in World English.  

Which ones are different?  Type in their names below.

[image: image26.bmp] …
3)  Now click on Practice through Themes.    Click again on General Themes and then again on Archives.  Choose a topic and read the definition 
4) Then read the related magazine article by clicking on Read article.

5) When you have finished reading, click on comprehension exercise
6) Do the comprehension exercise.    When you’ve finished the exercise, click on Submit . 

How many did you get right?  

[image: image27.bmp] …
Now check the answers.  Do you understand your mistakes? 

5)  Now look for  Your turn  at the bottom of the web page.  Follow the instructions for the writing activity. Write your answer here:

[image: image28.bmp] …
You may also decide to send in your text by clicking on Send us your texts.
B.  Downloading an audio file

1)  Go back to www.learnenglish.org.uk.  Click on Professionals.  
2)  At the top of the web page you will see 6 tabs.  Click on Downloads, then Podcasts and Listening. This web page offers a selection of audio files which you can listen to online or download onto your computer and even save on your mp3 player.

3)  Read the first paragraph and answer these questions.

Develop your English listening skills by subscribing to our podcast or using our MP3 audio files and PDF scripts. You can listen to the files online, download them onto your PC or put them on your MP3 player. You can either just listen or try the activity at the beginning of the script. Then you can check with the script to see how well you've understood.

i)  How can you use this site to develop your English listening skills?  

[image: image29.bmp] …
ii)  What can you do with the files online?  


[image: image30.bmp] …
iii) How can you check to see if you’ve understood?

 [image: image31.bmp] …
7) Now let’s learn to download an audio file and save the language activity and script in our folder. 

i) Read the following instructions from the website.   

How to download files 

To download the files, right-click on the title, choose 'Save target as', and select where you want to save the file. If you're a using a Mac, simply double-click on the link and use the on-screen window to select the file's destination.
How to play files on your PC

If you want to listen on your PC, just left click and the file will play in your default player. For Mac users, click the title.

How to view the audioscripts
To view the audioscripts, you will need Adobe Reader. 

  

If you don't have it on your PC, you can download it by clicking on http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
ii) Move your cursor to the file called 

 Study Skills (3Mb) .  Click with the right button of your mouse and select “Save target/link/object as”.  

iii) Call this file “Study skills audio”  and [image: image34.png]


 save it in your Lemming folder.

iv) Now move your cursor to  script, which is next to  

 Study Skills (3Mb) .  Right click with your mouse and select “save link as.”  Save this pdf file of the script in your folder. 
  
v) Go to your lemming folder and open the audio file called “Study Skills.”  

vi) Listen to a lecturer give advice on how to improve your study skills.
vii) As you listen, take notes under the following headings.

Notes on Study Skills listening : Different ways of finding and using Information
I.  Three ways of getting information
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…
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…
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…
II.  The Internet

Advantages:
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 …
Disadvantages:  

[image: image40.bmp] …
II.  The Library
 Advantages:
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 …
Disadvantages:  

 [image: image42.png]


 …
           III.  First-Hand Information

Advantages:
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 …
Disadvantages:  
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 …


Hit the [image: image46.png]


save button before you go any further!

C.  Listening to Stories

1)   Go back to http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-listening-downloads-stories.htm
a)  Choose a story. First, listen to the story without looking at the text to get the general idea.

How much did you understand?  [image: image47.bmp] …
Very briefly, what is the story about? [image: image48.bmp] …
c)  Now download this story.  Remember to right click to download your audio file.   Listen to the story again and read along with the text, concentrating on the pronunciation and imitating it.  You may need to do this several times. 

d)  Then turn down the sound and go through the story again, reading it aloud.  

Do you enjoy learning this way?  Why?  Why not?

[image: image49.bmp] …
e) Now do the comprehension and vocabulary activities. 
How many did you get right?

    [image: image50.bmp] …
   Did you enjoy this story?  Explain.
     [image: image51.bmp] … 
Was it helpful to read and listen at the same time?  Explain.

     [image: image52.bmp] … 
    Do you think you’ll go back and listen to other stories on this site?

    Why/why not?

[image: image53.bmp] …


 Hit the [image: image55.png]


save button before you go any further!




 HYPERLINK "http://www.iconbazaar.com/road_signs/red/stop.gif" 

 

TIME OUT

YOU HAVE NOW FINISHED THE SECOND  PART OF MODULE ONE

CHECK YOUR WORK WITH YOUR TEACHER.

PART THREE OF MODULE ONE  WILL BE AVAILABLE ON LINE SHORTLY.
don’t forget to come back!
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