

PART THREE:  WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?
3)  Describing a site.  Now that you are an expert on websites, you are going to write your own description of a website.  

First look at this model description of the site you visited at the beginning of this module.  

Wanted In Rome  www.wantedinrome.com
[image: image33.png]


This is the on-line version of the printed magazine Wanted in Rome, which comes out every two weeks.  It is aimed at the foreign population of Rome and is entirely in English.  

It consists mostly of classified advertisements from people offering or looking for accommodation, jobs, property, travel, pets, business services etc.  Also advertised are English-language events, schools, health and fitness and educational institutions, and there is a “personal” section where people make contact with others.  There is a news section about what’s happening in Rome, and interesting articles about Italy and Rome from the point of view of foreign residents. 

For English-language learners in Rome it’s useful because it shows all the English-language events, has interesting articles in English and may even make it possible to get a job speaking English or to share a flat with English speakers.

Notice how the description is organized.   

How many paragraphs are there? [image: image1.png]


 …
In which paragraph do you find the following?
· general information about the site 

and the users?  [image: image2.png]


 …paragraph number….?
· what users can find on the site? [image: image3.png]


 … paragraph number….?
· why this site is useful? [image: image4.png]


 … paragraph number….?
Now visit one of the sites below.   Then write a short description  using the model above.  Remember to structure your description into three parts, following this structure: 
	Paragraph One
	Give general Information  

	Paragraph Two
	Explain what users can do     

	 Paragraph Three
	Explain why this site is useful   


· New York Public Library on-line:   http://www.nypl.org/
· All Words.com:  http://www.allwords.com/
· The Internet Movie Database: http://www.imdb.com/
      Write your description here  [image: image5.png]


 …

4. Recommending a site. Now it’s your turn to find a good site and recommend it to the lemming group. Your site must:

· be in English

· contain suitable content for University Students

· be free to use.

What’s the address of the site?  [image: image6.png]


 …

Write a description of the site following the guidelines below: 

	Paragraph One
	Give general Information  

	Paragraph Two
	Explain what users can do     

	 Paragraph Three
	Explain why this site is useful   


[image: image7.png]


 …

Post your recommendation on the lemming discussion group http://groups.msn.com/lemming2008  site under the Hot Sites Discussion.  
5. History Lessons. 
Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/ This site is supposed to be for “kids” but it’s fun for adult learners of English too!
a)  Click on A Walk Through Time, then What came first.  Select a period, for example Roman Street and see if you can spot the things that are historically incorrect and throw them into the Time Tunnel.  Don’t miss the 50s Living Room?

How well did you do? Which historical periods were easiest?  which were the most difficult? Did anything surprise you?[image: image8.png]


 …
b) Choose one of the Historic Eras.  Visit the section, read the information, do the activities and quizzes. Have fun learning! 

When you have finished, write a paragraph about what you did, what you learned, what you enjoyed, what you didn’t enjoy.   
[image: image9.png]


 …

1) Today’s Headlines 
A. Reading the dailies.

What is the date today? [image: image10.png]


 …     

Visit these three news sites.  Look for the main feature article.  It’s usually the first article and/or has the biggest headlines.   Write the headlines for each site.  
New York Times International

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
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 …     
The Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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 …   

BBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/
[image: image13.png]


 …  
Read one of the stories and complete the table below with your notes.  Remember to use key words and phrases only.  NO CUTTING AND PASTING!
	Top story
	

	website 
	

	When
	

	Where
	

	Who
	

	What happened
	


B. Watching the news summary.  
Go to the BBC News page at , http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/.
Click on More Videos under the Video and Audio News bar.  Then click on  AND A[image: image14.png]
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Two-minute news summary
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UDIO NEWS VIDEO AND AUDIO NEWS
Watch the Two-minute summary.  As you listen to today’s news, fill in the table below with   key words and expressions for the three top news stories. 

	News story
	When
	Where
	Who
	What happened

	1)
	
	
	
	

	2)
	
	
	
	

	3)
	
	
	
	

	4) 
	
	
	
	


2)  World Issues

A)  Go to the CNN  website at  www.cnn.com 

a) Scroll down to  Only on CNN
Click on one of the issues.  Which issue did you choose? [image: image19.png]


 …  

Describe the page you see.  
[image: image20.png]


 …
First, choose one of the articles.  Write the title here. 

 [image: image21.png]


 …  
Read the article and answer the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS.

What is the article about? [image: image22.png]


 …   

Why is this issue such a problem? [image: image23.png]


 …   

Are any solutions proposed? [image: image24.png]


 …   

Now choose a video.  Watch it and write a short summary of what you saw.  (5-7 sentences) [image: image25.png]


 … 
Is there a quick vote in this section?  If so, what is the question? [image: image26.png]


 …   

Place your vote then look at the results.  Explain your vote.   [image: image27.png]


 …
What did the other voters choose? Are you in the minority or majority? 
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 …   

3)  People Around the World  

3) Go to  http://www.bbc.co.uk/videonation/  Click on latest videos.  Choose one, take notes and then write a summary about what you watched.
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 …   

 [image: image30.png]


LESSON ONE  SELF-CHECK:  What skills have you developed?

In this Module you have worked on the following Skills.  Tick the box which best indicates how well you can do each.  Add any remarks.

	Skills
	I have no problem doing this
	I understand but I’m still a bit slow
	I  still don’t understand[image: image31.jpg]




	Taking part in an online discussion


	
	
	

	  Looking for specific information


	
	
	

	Comparing products


	
	
	

	Comparing options


	
	
	

	Talking about jobs


	
	
	

	Writing a description


	
	
	

	Organizing ideas


	
	
	

	Understanding vocabulary through songs


	
	
	

	Asking for and giving information

 
	
	
	

	Understanding main ideas from audio and video news casts


	
	
	

	Taking notes from a news cast


	
	
	

	Writing a report from notes


	
	
	


CONGRATULATIONS!  YOU HAVE NOW SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE LEMMING PROJECT AND ARE READY TO TAKE THE SPEAKING EXAM.

BE SURE TO BRING A COMPLETE, PRINTED VERSION OF THE ENTIRE PROJECT WITH YOU, INCLUDING MODULE ONE AND MODULE TWO. 

BE PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT THE PROJECT WITH THE EXAM COMMISSION.  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO DESCRIBE SOME OF THE TASKS, AND TELL THE COMMISSION WHAT YOU HAD TO DO, WHAT YOU LEARNED AND WHAT PROBLEMS YOU HAD. 

YOU WILL BE EVALUATED ON YOUR ABILITY TO SPEAK SPONTANEOUSLY AND NATURALLY ABOUT YOUR WORK.
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