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Learning by doing

WELCOME BACK LEMMINGS! 
This is the first part of Module TWO.  

You should work on this part during the school break.  

In February when classes begin, there will be a new calendar for the lab sessions.

The SAL groups may change too, so remember to check the new lists.


         Learning by doing

The aim of this second module is to help you improve your language skills by completing real-life tasks in order to gather information. 

Here’s what you will do:
· Watch videos about real locations in the English-speaking world 
· Visit some practical sites where you will carry out 
some real-life tasks.
· Learn to write a website description.

· Learn more about learning on the net.  

· Listen to and watch news reports, taking notes on 
what you  hear 

· Write up a short news report  

NOW GO ON TO PART ONE
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PART ONE
Module Two Part One is composed of 2 Lessons:
A.  Going Beyond the Postcard: watch videos about people in Britain
B.  University of California at Berkeley: visit a real American Campus and see what the students are like
 IMPORTANT!

Remember to

· insert your diskette/data key into the computer before each work session.

· save everything you do onto your DISKETTE/DATA KEY and NOT the computer’s hard disk.

· press the save button periodically as you work on this handout.  

· press the save button at the end of every work session.

· take out your diskette/data key before you leave.

· Back-up your work:  make several copies of your diskette and keep them updated. Better safe than sorry.
NOW GO ON TO PART ONE
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PART ONE: Gathering information
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A. GOING BEYOND THE POSTCARD 
Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/ 

I. [image: image4.png]


 on Watch and Listen and click on  Beyond the Postcard, then Choose Your Destination. Choose one location from the list on the right, or from the map below (eg Edinburgh, Cardiff, Greenwich, etc), and click  to go “beyond the postcard. “

II.  Read the text, do the exercises and check your answers.  Keep trying till you get all the answers right.

III. Answer the following questions.

1)  Which destination did you choose? 
[image: image5.bmp]…
2) Did you find this place interesting?  Explain why or why not. 
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Save the exercise by selecting all the questions and answers, then copying and pasting onto a new word document.  Save this document in your file as <Beyond the Postcard reading comp> --If you cannot save the file directly, complete the following operation:  Select All, Copy then Paste onto a new document which you will then save as Postcard reading comp.

V.  Click on Audio button on the top right-hand side of the page.  Listen and fill in the blanks with one of the words in the menu at the right.   Check your answers.  Go back and find the right answer for the questions you got wrong.

VI. [image: image8.png]


 Save the exercise by selecting all the questions and answers, then copying and pasting onto a new word document.  Save this document in your file as <Beyond the Postcard listening> --If you cannot save the file directly, complete the following operation:  Select All, Copy then Paste onto a new document which you will then save as Postcard reading comp.

VII.  Click on the Video button. Watch the short videos. (Remember you will need RealPlayer for this. If you don’t have it, you can download it for free at http://italy.real.com/player/win/)
What are they about? [image: image9.bmp]…
VIII.  Now watch the videos again and do the exercises for each. [image: image10.png]


Save them by selecting all the questions and answers, then copying and pasting onto a new word document.  Save this document in your file as <Beyond the Postcard video>

IX. Now that you have visited your location and know it well,  answer the following questions. You should write several sentences for each answer.

1)  Would you be interested in travelling to this location?  Why/Why not?
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 …

2)  Imagine you had only one day to visit this location.  What sights would you visit and why?
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 … 

3)  Which sights would you skip and why?
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 … 
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save button before you go any further! 
NOW GO ON TO PART B
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B. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY    
Go to  http://www.berkeley.edu/ Click on  Visiting and getting around  on the left-hand site, then click on on-line tour.

I. Watch the Introduction.  What is the Latin for Let there be Light?   
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 … 

II. Now click on take the tour slideshow. As you watch take some notes to answer these questions.

1) How long does it take to walk across campus?
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 …
2) What are some signs of Berkeley’s academic excellence?
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 …
3) What is particular about the student population at Berkeley?
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 …
4) In what way is the University of Berkeley not “an isolated ivory tower?”
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 …
5) What kind of food do Berkeley students like?
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 …
6)  Would you like to spend a year studying at the University of California?  Write a paragraph (4-6 sentences) explaining your views.
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 …
III. Now go back to http://www.berkeley.edu/tour/

Click on Explore the Campus, then again on Secret Study Sites.

This page is about some of the places students go to when they have to study hard (cram) for an exam.

Read about some of the places.  Then decide which place you would go to study if you were a student at Berkeley.

1) Which secret study place would you go to?
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 …

2) Why did you choose this place?
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 …

IV. Go back to http://www.berkeley.edu/tour/
Click on Meet the Students, then on    Advice for incoming freshmen.

In these pages, students in their last year of college(seniors) who give advice to new-coming first year students (freshmen).  

Read the advice. 

1)   Whose advice do you find most useful?
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 …

2)  Why?  
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 …

3) You have now been at Tor Vergata for  a semester, and have no doubt learned a lot, not just about the subjects you’re studying, but also about university life, its trials and triumphs.

Write a paragraph or two giving advice to student who are just beginning their university career to help them survive. Write your paragraph below.
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 …

V.  VISITING ANOTHER UNIVERSITY SITE.

Now you choose another university site to visit.  It may be anywhere in the world as long as the site is in English.

1)  Which university did you choose?  Why?

[image: image29.png]


 …

2)  Describe the home page. 
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 … 

3)  What are some of the things you can do on this site?

[image: image31.png]


 … 

4)  Does this university offer a degree course in your field?  Explain.
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 …

5)  What is your impression of this university?  Would you like to study here?  Explain.
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 …

TIME OUT

YOU HAVE NOW FINISHED THE FIRST  PART OF MODULE TWO

CHECK YOUR WORK WITH YOUR TEACHER.

PART TWO OF MODULE TWO  WILL BE AVAILABLE ON LINE SHORTLY.

don’t forget to come back![image: image34.png]
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