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LESSON 3A

INTRODUCTION TO PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

KEY CONCEPTS

· Language is generally defined as a system of signs used for communication and is classified in terms of grammar, phonology and meaning (semantics):

         language


            phonology


        grammar

                meaning (semantics)

But see the model of spoken language in SLIDE 2 for a more complex model.

· Language is arbitrary (Saussure – the sign is arbitrary)

There is no intrinsic connection between words and concepts or words and things. There is nothing doggy about the word “dog”. There is some evidence of onomatopoea (an association between sound and meaning) in some languages but there is no universal association of the same sound and the same meaning in all languages.

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet, says Juliet. She agrees with de Saussure. Language is arbitrary because a rose would smell nice whether you call it a rose or a cabbage.

· Linguistics terminology

You need to know the terminology of linguistics and what the words refer to (SLIDES 3,6,7.8.9)
· Difference between phonetics and phonology

You need to know the difference between phonetics (SLIDE 4) and phonology (SLIDE 5). The differences are explained in SLIDE 18.

You need to understand why, as students of English, you are studying these differences. These are shown in SLIDE 10
· Differences between English sounds and Italian sounds

You need to understand the differences between English and Italian vowel, consonant and diphthong sounds (SLIDE 11).

· Differences between English sounds (phonemes) and spelling (letters)

This course deals with sound not with spelling. The differences between sound and spelling create considerable problems for Italian learners (SLIDES 12, 13, 14)

· English spelling – why is it erratic and difficult?

The reasons why English spelling is erratic and difficult are not really important for phonetics but are interesting in themselves (SLIDES 16, 17).

· The difference between a phone and a phoneme (SLIDES 19, 20)

A phone is an individual phonetic realisation. A phoneme is an interpretation of that realisation. Each English phoneme has a symbol. These are the symbols that you find in dictionaries in the form of phonetic transcription. It is important to be able to identify and pronounce these symbols correctly as it will help you improve your pronunciation

KEY WORDS (you need to know what these words mean)

consonant

diphthong

grammar

intonation

lexis

morphology

phone

phoneme

phonetic symbol

phonetic transcription

phonetics

phonographic language

phonology

pragmatics

pronunciation

prosody

rhythm

semantics

stress

syntax

vowel

LESSON 3B - SUMMARY

CONSONANTS

PLACES OF ARTICULATION

You need to know the names of the places of articulation, which are shown on slide 4

CONSONANT CATEGORIES 

There are 24 consonant sounds in English. They are divided up according to their articulation into plosives, fricatives, affricates, glottal, nasal, lateral and approximant. You need to understand the different articulation for each category.

Plosives (also called stops) (slides 8-12)

“Plosion” occurs when air is compressed by two articulators 

moving against each other and then released, with or without 

voicing. The plosive consonants are /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/, /g/. It 

is important to distinguish the voiced plosives (/b/, /d/, /g/) from the unvoiced plosives (/p/, /t/, /k/) in terms of place of articulation. You should note that in final position (at the end of a word) the consonants /b/, /d/ and /g/ (for example in the words rag, rat etc.) are not really voiced.

Fricatives:
this refers to the hissing sound of air escaping through a small passage. (slides 18-25)

Affricates:
these sounds begin as plosives and end as fricatives. (slide 26-31)

Glottal:
the only glottal consonant is /h/. It is generally voiced.

Nasals:
these are formed by air escaping through the nose (slides 13-15)

Other consonants (not shown on the slides)

Laterals:
these are formed by ir passing down the side of the tongue; /l/ is a lateral

Approximant: /r/ is an approximant; the tongue approaches the alveolar area (as with /t/ and /d/) but it never touches the roof of the mouth. It is important to remember when the /r/ sound is pronounced and when t is silent. You should also remember that many English accents (American, Scots etc.) pronounce the /r/ sound at all times.

/j/ and /w/ are phonetically like vowels but phonologically like consonants

/j/ is like /i:/ but shorter; it is palatal and unvoiced

/w/ is like /u:/ but bilabial; it is also unvoiced.

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.27-37; 48-69

· The full list and articulation of consonant sounds is given on the Chart of English consonant phonemes in the Focal Point

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - click on “The Articulation of speech sounds” in the Index (on the left of the screen)

 - click on “Match phonemes with pictures”

 - do the exercises for “Consonants: diagrams, symbols and definitions
LESSON 4A - SUMMARY

VOWELS

KEY POINTS

· Vowels are distinguished in terms of quality, oral and nasal production and length (slide 2)

· Vowels are classified according to the cardinal vowel system. This is a system which provides a set of reference points for the articulation and recognition of vowels. It is important to understand the concepts of front, central and back which refer to the tongue, and close, close-mid, open-mid and open, which refer to the lips (slides 3-11)

· You need to be familiar with the Vowel Quadrilateral (slides 12-17), which forms the basis of the cardinal vowel system. This is a grid on which vowel sounds can be plotted. Different vowel sounds can be placed in different parts of the quadrilateral (see attached sheets)

· It is important to understand the particular difficulty which Italian learners have in perceiving and producing vowel sounds (slides 18, 19 and 20) because Italian lacks central vowels.

· Another way of representing vowel sounds acoustically is through spectograms (slides 23-29). These are able to show how a speaker’s production of the same sound may vary considerably. It can be helpful for Italian learners to see this kind of variation in their own production.

· English vowel phonemes tend to be classified in terms of long and short sounds. This is not a precise distinction (see slide 30) but it is important for Italian learners of English to be aware of the distinction and to be able to produce vowel sounds of different length

· You need to practice both your perception of vowel sounds and your production of them (see exam practice material below)

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.8-18

· A 2-page description of the location and articulation of English vowel sounds is included with the material attached to this summary in the Focal Point

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - sign in the Guest Book

 - click on “Vowel sounds” (on the left of the screen towards the top)

 - click on English Vowel Sounds (Flash) and you get to “Standard British Vowel Sounds”

 - click on “Listen” and match the sound with the phoneme

 - click on Library to hear the sounds and see them explained

 - click on Index of Minimal Pairs Exercises to practice distinguishing difficult vowel sounds
 - click on Grouping sounds exercises to match words with the same sound but different    

   spelling

LESSON 4B - SUMMARY

DIPHTHONGS

KEY POINTS

· A diphthong is a combination of vowel sounds. There are 8 diphthong sounds in English. They are structured as follows:






DIPHTHONG


centring






closing



ending in




ending in



ending in


· The movement from one vowel to the next is called a glide. These movements can be seen in slides 10-17. You need to understand the movement for each diphthong and to practice the perception and production of the diphthongs that are difficult for Italian users ( see exercises below)

· The second part of a diphthong is always pronounced less strongly than the first part (see the attached diagrams for the articulation).

· A triphthong is a 3-vowel combination. There are 5 triphthongs in English. They are formed by five of the English dipthongs plus a schwa

· You need to learn the phonetic symbols for dipthongs and tripthongs (see attached list)

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.19-26

· Diagrams of the location and articulation of English diphthong sounds are included with the material attached to this summary in the Focal Point

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - sign in the guest book

 - click on “Vowel sounds” (on the left of the screen towards the top)

 - click on Index of Minimal Pairs Exercises 

 - do the exercise to distinguish “coat” v. “court” and “fair” v. “fear”
LESSON 5A - SUMMARY

ASPECTS OF CONNECTED SPEECH

KEY POINTS

Weak forms

· In a standard sentence some words will be stressed and others will not be. Usually the stressed words are the words which convey the meaning of the sentence (slides 3-7)

· When words are unstressed, there is a tendency for the vowel sound of the word to become weak and to shift towards the schwa (central position) (slide 8)

· There are a number of English words which have strong and weak forms (slides 9-14), for example the, a/an, and, but, that, than, his, her, your, he, she, we, you, him, her, them, us, at, for, from, of, to, as, some, there, can, could, have, has, had, shall, should, must, do, does, am, are, was, were
These forms are all function words, i.e. auxiliary verbs, prepositions, conjunctions etc.

· A weak form is unstressed. Strong forms are used at the end of sentences when they are being contrasted or stressed in some way. In other circumstances the weak form is used. That is why weak forms of words are much more common.

Yod coalescence (slides 15-20)

· Yod coalescence is a form o assimilation which occurs when the sound /j/ is preceded by certain consonants, within a word (e.g. tube), or within connected speech, (e.g. do you …)

Elision (slides 21-23)

· It is difficult to pronounce lots of consonants together in English and in some circumstances sounds are omitted. This is elision. Examples are in Roach (pp.142-143) and the handout (n.4)

Assimilation (slides 24-29)

· Assimilation is the different realisation of a phoneme as a consequence of being next to another phoneme of a particular type. Assimilation of place is the most important type. It usually involves /t/, /d/ and /n/ when they precede certain consonants. The place of articulation of /t/, /n/ and /n/ will change in preparation for the subsequent sound (see Roach pp.138-142 for examples and detailed explanation)

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.81-92, 112-120, pp.134-149

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - sign in the guest book

 - click on Aspects of connected speech (on the left of the screen towards the top)

 - work your way through the explanations and exercises for weak forms, assimilation of place of  

    articulation, yod coalescence, elision, assimilation of voicing
 - do exercise 1 and exercise 2
 - look at the section on practical examples

 - do the dictation exercises
LESSON 5B - SUMMARY

STRESS

KEY POINTS

· Phrasal stress refers to the placement of stress within a phrase. In general stress in a phrase is placed on the syllable of the word with the greatest semantic change, often the word which introduces new information to the conversation. We will be looking at this in the lesson on intonation. 

· English is a stress-timed language. This means that stressed syllables occur at regular intervals. French is a syllable-timed language: all syllables occur at regular intervals (like a machine gun). This means that in English the strong/weak syllable distinction is very important (see lesson on “Aspects of connected speech”). It is important to practise rhythmical speech because you assimilate the strong and weak syllables.

· Word stress refers to the placement of stress within a particular word

· A stressed syllable is transcribed in dictionaries by a small vertical line high up before the stressed syllable (slide 2)

· The four factors by which we perceive stress are loudness, length, pitch (difference of pitch or movement of pitch) and quality (a different type of sound). Pitch and length are the most important ones (slides 4-12)

· The rules for English stress are not as definite as Italian (slide 13, 14). There are some rules for assigning stress to words (see Roach, pp.96-100) but they do not always apply and they are extremely difficult to learn. For an Italian learner of English, the best method of learning stress is on a word-by-word basis (slide 17), noting down the words which are particularly problematic, it is useful to learn problematic words with the same stress pattern, e.g. JapAN, appLY.

· There are some rules which it is useful to learn, like the rule for words like “desert” which can be a noun (DEsert), with stress on the first syllable, or a verb (desERT), with stress on the second. (slide 18)

· Italian learners also make stress mistakes with English compounds. Compound words, like night club, usually stress the first, qualifying word (NIGHT club) (slide 19).

· Remember to use a dictionary to check for stress patterns and to note down your mistakes.

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.93-111

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - sign in the guest book

 - click on Word and Phrasal Stress (on the left of the screen towards the top) and read the page

 - click on Index of Exercises on Word and Phrasal Stress
 - do Word stress exercise 1
 - do Word stress exercise 2

 - do Drag’n’drop stress exercise 1 

 - do Drag’n’drop stress exercise 2
LESSON 6A - SUMMARY

INTONATION

KEY POINTS

The terminology of intonation

· pitch means voice level; each individual has a pitch range (a top and bottom level of voice)

· tone means the overall behaviour of pitch; a falling tone goes from high pitch to low pitch and a rising tone from low pitch to high pitch

The analysis of intonation (slides 3, 4 and 12-20)

· In order to analyse the intonation of an utterance you need to identify its tone unit(s)

· In order to identify a tone unit you need to identify a tonic syllable; a tonic syllable is a syllable which carries a tone (rising or falling) and stress.

· If there is a stressed syllable before the tonic syllable; this is called the head
· If there are any words before the head these are called the pre-head
· If there are any words after the tonic syllable, these are called the tail
The functions of intonation (slide 2)

An attitudinal function (slides 6-11), which enables us to express attitudes or emotions as we speak. This is extremely complex. Its most important prosodic features are the width of pitch range, the key (higher, mid or lower part of pitch range), the loudness, the pitch and the voice quality. A neutral attitude is indicated by a fall or a level tonic syllable, doubt is indicated by a rise, scepticism is indicated by a fall-rise and emphasis is indicated by a rise-fall
An accentual function because it helps us to achieve prominence on syllables that need to be perceived as stressed. The tonic syllable indicates the focus of the information in a sentence and is usually on the last lexical word (noun, adjective, word etc.) of the tone unit. Sometimes there is contrastive emphasis (she was wearing a green dress vs. she was wearing a green dress not a red one)

A grammatical function because it helps the listener to recognise grammar (e.g. the difference between a question and a statement). The boundaries of the tone unit often coincide with clause boundaries: 
/ the Conservatives who like the proposal are pleased / 

the Conservatives, / who like the proposal /, are pleased 

A discourse function because it focuses the listener’s attention on important information. It indicates whether information is “given” or “new”. A falling tone usually means new information while rising tone indicates shared or given information. 

EXTRA READING 

· Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, pp.150-161

EXTRA PRACTICE MATERIAL (VERY IMPORTANT FOR PASSING YOUR EXAM!!!)

Go to this website address: http://davidbrett.uniss.it
 - sign in the guest book

 - click on Intonation (on the left of the screen towards the top)

 - do the exercise on pitch contours 
LESSON 6B - SUMMARY

MORPHOLOGY 

KEY CONCEPTS

Morphology is the study of the structure of words. It is usually studied alongside syntax as a part of grammar:






Grammar




morphology




syntax

Morphology itself can be divided up into other branches of study:






Morphology




inflection




word formation








derivation



composition












(compounding)

Morphemes are the smallest possible units of meaning. They are usually classified into free and bound morphemes. Free morphemes can stand by themselves as single words and can be lexical (boy, elephant) or functional (and, but). These words have a base form only (the base form is also called root or stem). Bound morphemes cannot stand on their own and need to be attached to another morpheme. 

All prefixes and suffixes are bound morphemes which are tied to a base form. Prefixes (un-, de-, super-) have a largely lexical role, allowing the construction of a large number of new words. Suffixes are of two kinds – derivational suffixes (-ness, -ship, -able) which change the meaning of a base form, and inflectional suffixes (inflections) such as –s, -ed, and –er which have no lexical meaning but only a grammatical role.

Morphemes can therefore be categorised as follows:

                                                                                                               lexical (elephant)

                                                      free

                                                                                                               functional (and)

morphemes

                                                                                                              derivational (-ness)

                                                    bound

                                                                                                              inflectional (-ed, -s)

English adjectives inflect for comparative (-er) and superlative (-est) forms with some irregular forms (better, best etc.).

English nouns inflect for plurals (-s, -ies), with exceptions for irregular forms and plurals of nouns of foreign origin. Some plural-form nouns are singular only (billiards, physics, mumps etc.) and some are plural only (scissors, binoculars, outskirts), some have a double plural – one with a singular form (shooting duck) and one with a plural forms (shooting ducks).

English nouns have only two cases – the common case and the genitive. The genitive usually means possession but may also mean origin (the traveller’s story), description (a summer’s day), a period of time (three month’s pay), an agent role (the hostage’s request) or a patient role (the hostage’s release). The word of is used instead of the genitive case for personal nouns (Hilary’s book), titles (the Duke of Kent), inanimate nouns (part of the difficulty).

English verbs have four forms, each of which has a different role:

· the base form – no ending (go, see etc.)

· the –s form – used for 3rd person singular present tense;

· the –ing form – made by adding –ing to the base, often with a spelling change

· the –ed form – made by adding –ed to the base to form the past tense form or past participle form. The past participle form –ed has four uses:

· past aspect – I’ve kicked the ball
· passive – the ball was kicked
· subordination – battered and bruised I walked off the field
· adjective – the cooked meal
· English and American often have different spelling rules for inflections

KEY TERMINOLOGY

morpheme
morphology

lexical

functional
inflection
derivation

free morpheme
bound morpheme
base form/root/stem

case

FURTHER READING 

· Yule, The study of English, pp.74-85

· Carstairs-McCarthy, An Introduction to English Morphology, pp. 16-58

LECTURE 7A - SUMMARY

ANALYSING MORPHEMES

This is a practice lesson on the analysis of words into their constituent morphemes. In order to understand how to do this you need to do a lot of exercises using the following:

· slides for lesson 7A and your notes on the lesson

· handout on “morphological analysis” with practice questions

· answers to practice questions (slides for lesson 9A)

· morphology exercises on David Brett’s website
You need to remember that you might have to analyse a single word, a single word compound or a compound of more than one word

Single words

Single words can be divided up into morphemes using hyphens or by using trees. You need to be able to do both

· Using hyphens

You need to put the hyphen between each morpheme. The morpheme can be either free (the base form) or bound.

· Using trees

e.g. truthfulness
Decide the grammatical category of the root (truth)

Decide the category of root + first bound morpheme (truthful = adj.)

Decide the category or  root + first bound morpheme + second bound morpheme (truthfulness = noun)

Single word compounds

In a single word compound the tree is made up of two base forms (see the structure for windmill)

Compounds of more than one word

You need to decide what is the head of the compound and build the tree around it (see slide of dishwasher)

Lesson 7B - SUMMARY

WORD FORMATION 

KEY CONCEPTS

Compounds

It is important to distinguish between a  compound and a phrase. The expression white house is a phrase because its meaning is predictable (a house which is white); White House (the residence of the President of the United States) is a compound because it's meaning is idiosyncratic and unpredictable from its components. Compounds can be two words within one word. For example, the word blackbird is a compound word. It consists of a head (bird) and a modifier (black).

Compounds can also be combinations of different words. These compounds have a head which has another noun as a modifier. For example, power station is a compound made up of a head (station) and a modifier (power). The modification process can theoretically go on forever (nuclear power station etc.). 

English compounds can be divided into compound verbs (verb-verb; noun-verb; adjective-verb; preposition-verb), compound adjectives (noun-adjective; adjective-adjective; preposition-adjective) and compound nouns (noun-noun; verb-noun; adjective-noun; preposition-noun).

Compound nouns of the verb-noun type have arguments. For example, in the compound crime prevention, the word crime is the argument (prevention of crime).


Clitics:

clitics like it’s are bound words. They cannot be stressed and cannot stand alone in a sentence. ‘s in the genitive is a phrasal affix.

Conversion:
when a word changes its word class, e.g. the use of swim as a verb (to swim) or as a noun (to go for a swim) without adding an affix, it undergoes a process known as conversion.

Allomorphy:
-al in musical and –al in musicality are allomorphs because the morph -al is pronounced differently.

Acronyms:
initialisms which are pronounced as single words (e.g. “NATO”)
Reduplication: lexeme containing two identical or very similar constituents (ping-pong)

Clipping:
when a part of the word serves for the whole (ad – advertisements)

Blending:
when a word is made out of shortened forms of other words (breakfast + lunch = brunch) 

KEY TERMINOLOGY

Compound, phrase, head, modifier, argument, clitic, phrasal affix, conversion, allomorph, acronym, reduplication, clipping, blending

FURTHER READING

An Introduction to English morphology, Carstairs McCarthy, pp.59-70

Bits of words, pp.107-117

Lesson 8A - SUMMARY

SEMANTIC CHANGE

Semantic borrowing

Semantic borrowing means taking words from other languages. In most languages the vast majority of new words are in fact borrowings from other languages

Types of borrowing

Languages usually borrow words from other languages in two ways:

· the foreign word is directly transported into the language; for example in English the words tycoon (from Japanese), pretzel (from German) and piano (from Italian) have the same form as they do in the original language

· the foreign word, or the components of the word, is translated into the language; this process of “borrowing by translation” is called a calque; for example the English word superman is actually a calque from the German word Ubermensch; the French word gratte-ciel or the Italian word grattacielo are calques from the English word skyscraper
Grammatical and phonological structure

When words are borrowed from other languages they tend to adapt to the grammatical and phonological structure of the new language; e.g. the Japanese boyifurendo is a calque of the English word boyfriend but it has the phonological structure of a Japanese word; the Italian panino is used in English with an English grammatical structure – the plural form is paninos/ paninoes paninis/ paninies!

Reasons for borrowing

New words are borrowed from other languages for reasons of necessity (e.g. new technological terms are borrowed from other languages when they don’t exist in the host language) and for reasons of prestige. For example English uses French cookery words and Italian classical music words because they are considered more prestigious. Italian uses a lot of English words for the same reason

Processes of semantic variation and change (same word – new meaning)

Semantic change is profoundly connected with the life, literature and culture of a community. The science of etymology (the lexical histories of words) has shown that there are a number of types of semantic change:

· Broadening, Extension or Generalisation – when a word widens its meaning; e.g. the word thing in Old Norse meant “a public assembly”; now it means “an entity of any kind”

· Narrowing or specialisation – when a word becomes more specialised in meaning; e.g. the old English word mete referred to food of any kind but now meat refers to a special kind of food

· Amelioration – when a word uses its original negative connotation, e.g. mischievous used to mean “disastrous” and now means “naughty”

· Pejoration/Deterioration – when a word develops a negative connotation, e.g. vulgar used to mean “ordinary and now means “crude”

· Euphemism – the use of a word thought to have less unpleasant associations

· Political correctness - a term used to describe language or behavior that is intended to provide a minimum of offense, particularly to racial, cultural, or other identity groups. 

How is semantic variation possible? A number of reasons:

· because the relation between word and concept is arbitrary; there is no one-to-one relation and so words can stand for different things

· because words are polysemous (the same word can have a number of connected meanings); over time a borrowed meaning can take over a more central meaning

· because children use words with broader meanings than adults do

READING Yule, pp.190; Radford, pp.254-270

Lesson 8B - SUMMARY

SYNTAX 1

KEY CONCEPTS

All the grammatical categories (see slides)

A procedure for analysing sentences

1.
Write the S, NP and VP structure at the top of the page like this:






S




NP





VP

2.
Write the sentence at the bottom of the page and identify the category of each word. Write the category above the word and connect them with a line

3.
Identify the different phrases in the sentence

4.
Analyse the NP’s into tree structures

5.
Analyse the VP into a tree structure

6.
Analyse the PP into tree structures


Check whether the PP connects to a verb or a noun

7.
Connect the categories at the bottom to the phrases in the middle

8.
Connect the phrases in the middle to NP and VP at the top. 

Practice building trees using the sentences in your handout

Things to remember:

There can be more than one NP, AP and PP on a tree

NP’s, AP’s and PP’s can be branches of other NP’s, PP’s and AP’s

Lesson 9A - SUMMARY

SYNTAX 2

This is a practice lesson in analysing words (morpheme analysis) and sentences (phrase structure). You will need:

· slides and lesson notes for lessons 7A and 8B

· handout on “morphological analysis” with practice questions

· handout on “practice sentences”
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