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Genre/register


(pages in set text: 144-152)

Overview

• Genre - a more refined definition of text-type

• ‘Genrelets’- subdivisions and subtypes of macro genres

•Obligatory features that identify a genre

• Genre mapping to identify the hybrid character of many genres

• Register and Genre

• Discourse communities

Review questions

1. What is a register?

2. In Halliday’s view, what factors determine register?

3. Why is awareness of discourse community essential when translating certain genres of text?

4. What, according to Halliday, needs to be done to ‘translate different registers into a foreign language?’

5. Explain the link between genre recognition and lexico-grammatical adequacy in translation.

Translation Activities and Tasks

TI guidelines are available that provide instructions on how to produce certain genres of text. These can help translators define a genre and indicate areas of lexical research. Consider the following examples and consider how they help translators map genres.

(T1a) piccoli annunci

I piccoli annunci li puoi trovare tutti i giorni nelle pagine delle inserzioni economiche dei quotidiani oppure nella sezione dedicata al “cerco/offro lavoro” dei periodici specializzati in inserzioni gratuite (es. Porta Portese, La Pulce, La Fiera ecc.). Questi annunci di solito sono direttamente pubblicati dall’azienda, spesso in forma anonima, e riportano in estrema sintesi (circa 30 parole) dati sull’azienda, sui requisiti e sul profilo ricercato. Ecco un esempio: 

AFFERMATA SOCIETÀ LEADER nel proprio settore ricerca e seleziona collaboratori da inserire nel settore commerciale. Si richiede dinamismo e voglia di crescere insieme ad un’azienda leader in Italia e in Europa. Astenersi perditempo. Tel allo 02/22215652.

(T1b)Before you write your job ad, complete a job analysis and description. This information will help you write an ad that will attract candidates to your company. The best way to avoid wasting time on interviews with people who do not meet your needs is to write an ad that will lure qualified candidates and discourages others. Consider this example:

Interior designer seeks inside/outside salesperson. Flooring, drapes (extensive measuring), furniture, etc. In-home consultations. Excellent salary and commission. PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. San Francisco Bay Area. Send resume to G. Green at P.O. Box 5409, San Francisco, CA 90842.

This job description is designed to attract a flexible salesperson and eliminate those who lack the confidence to work on commission. The advertiser asks for expertise in "extensive measure," the skill she has had the most difficulty finding. The job location should be included to weed out applicants who don't live in the area or aren't willing to commute. Finally, the capitalized "PREVOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY" underscores that she will hire only candidates with previous experience.

 (T2a) Creare una presentazione aziendale è riuscire a presentare la vostra azienda, i vostri prodotti o servizi in modo conciso e attraente, farvi distinguere dalla concorrenza e stimolare i vostri clienti o potenziali clienti ad allacciare nuovi rapporti commerciali con la vostra azienda. Una presentazione aziendale deve includere notizie relative alla vostra impresa: la storia, la missione, la visione, i valori, l'offerta, le dimensioni dell'organico, le fotografie del vostro stabile o dei vostri macchinari, il vostro indirizzo, i vostri contatti e molto altro ancora a seconda delle vostre esigenze. 

(T2b)Preparing a Business Profile

A business or company profile is a marketing document designed to catch the attention of and inform potential purchasers about your goods or services. It must be more than just an "advertisement"; it must provide a convincing argument of why a potential purchaser should deal with your business. The profile is a succinct, honest and accurate statement of who you are, what you provide, how you are structured and governed, your principle policies and procedures, your trading history and financial viability. The aim of your business profile is to influence the purchaser's decision, by demonstrating your credibility and convincing potential customers that you can offer:

Certainty of supply

Quality

Value for money

Minimal risk

http://www.outsource2india.com/kpo/CompanyProfilePreparation.asp

(T2c)A Company Profile on Ecolab

Ecolab Inc. (Ecolab), incorporated in 1924, develops and markets products and services for the hospitality, foodservice, healthcare and industrial markets. The Company provides cleaning, sanitizing, pest elimination, maintenance and repair products and services primarily to hotels and restaurants, healthcare and educational facilities, quick-service (fast-food and other convenience store) units, grocery stores, commercial and institutional laundries, light industry, dairy plants and farms, food and beverage processors, pharmaceutical and cosmetics facilities and the vehicle wash industry. It operates in three segments: United States Cleaning & Sanitizing Segment, United States Other Services Segment and International Segment.

In January 2005, Ecolab acquired Associated Chemicals & Services, Inc. (Midland Research), a water treatment business. Midland business became part of the Company's United States Cleaning & Sanitizing and International operations. In February 2005, Ecolab acquired YSC Chemical Company (YSC) based in Bangkok, Thailand. YSC provides floor cleaning and finishing products in East Asia. YSC business became part of its International operations. In April 2005, it purchased certain operations of Kilco Chemicals Ltd. based near Belfast, Northern Ireland. Kilco offers products, systems and services for the food and beverage processing industry. Kilco has now became part of its International operations.

(T2d)Presentazione Ledragomma

Fondata nel 1950, Ledragomma è stato il primo produttore mondiale di grandi palloni ginnici in materiale plastico destinati all’utilizzo in vari settori quali lo sport, il fitness, la ginnastica ma anche il medicale, l’educativo, il ludico…

La lunga esperienza maturata nel settore specifico unitamente al costante aggiornamento tecnico e tecnologico e alla continua ricerca e sperimentazione hanno portato alla realizzazione di nuovi materiali come il ®flexton silpower (patent) che rende i prodotti Ledragomma estremamente resistenti e sicuri ed anche  particolarmente gradevoli al tatto e piacevoli nell’utilizzo. 

Gli elevati standard qualitativi raggiunti dalla nostra Azienda sono oggi ancor più confermati da un Sistema di Qualità totale certificato secondo la più recente normativa ISO 9001:2000; ulteriore passo verso la soddisfazione totale della nostra Clientela, da sempre  obiettivo primario di Ledragomma.

T3 Go to the following two sites. Define obligatory features of the genre in both languages, and identify common features that will facilitate translation., and any divergences that may entail problems. Translate the following short texts, respecting the conventions of the genre as far as possible.

http://www.ad-mart.co.uk/classifieds/html/english/pet.html
http://milano.kijiji.it/f-Animali-e-accessori-W0QQCatIdZ300900QQkwZpmQ5fannunciQ20animali
(T3a)Sunshine is a tiny little girl. She should be 4 lbs or less full grown. She is healthy, happy and loves to cuddle. Her health is guaranteed.contact me at: 

(T3b)Ciao, io sono Leon....

avete visto quanto sono bello?Forse sono un pò grande,

per questo nessuno mi vuole??? 

Avrei bisogno di qualcuno con un giardino, non mi piacciono i gatti ma con 

i miei simili non ho problemi!!!

Avete un posto per me?

