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Aspects of Linguistics and translation

(pages in set text :12-13)

Overview

•  Some relevant theoretical concepts about lexicogrammar  

•  Sntagmatic structure and paradigmatic system

• Identifying stretches of text using Immediate Constituent Analysis 

Review questions

1.What is Immediate Constituent Analysis?

2. Explain its usefulness to translators

3. What is an ‘autonomous unit’ 

4. Which of the two following sentences divide into ‘autonomous units?: 

he pulled/ over the minute/ he saw /the police/ car behind him

she/ put on/ weight/ as soon as/ she/ stopped dieting.

5.Give an example of a verb plus particle that would be translated into Italian as a single unit.

6. Give an example of an idiomatic expression that can be translated into English/Italian as an autonomous unit.

Translation Activities and Tasks

T1 Look at the following text and link the following component parts to the corresponding underlined sections in the text: 

a. noun phrase, 

b. temporal adverb phrase, 

c. concession adverb phrase, 

d. verb plus particle

e. verb phrase

Every year package holiday companies trot out the same story that booking a holiday early means a cheaper deal. Yet every year, thousands of us leave it until the last minute and still bag a bargain, as tour operators faced with planes to fill and room allocations to meet are often forced to discount unsold holidays  near to the departure date.

Julian Dennis ‘Book early- this time they mean it’ Saturday Guardian 04.10.08.

T 2 In this text identify verbs phrases:

It worked for me

Karen Hicks, 35, is a sales manager from Ashtead, Surrey, she lost six-stone with the help of herbal diet pills.

“One day in 2006, my dad told me he feared I had become so overweight I was putting my life in danger. I was over 17 stone and loved food, but dad’s chat made me intent to change. For a month  I tried to cut back and I lost a stone, but I was constantly hungry  and the weight stopped coming off. Then my sister suggested I try herbal diet pills called LIPObind which curbs your appetite and binds to the fat in your food, so that you don’t absorb it. The difference was amazing. I could stick to eating smaller meals that would never have filled me up before, and in one year I went from a size 24 to a 12. Last year I met my first serious boyfriend, and I have more confidence, which has helped me to get a promotion at work. Now I stick to health foods in moderate portions, but still use my diet pills from time to time. Two years on, I haven’t put the weight back on and I am determined not to.”

From  Woman and Home, September 2008.

T3 Identify noun phrases in the following text:

So, Farewell then Brendan Arnold, headhunted by Birmingham city council to oversee the introduction of the much-vaunted Voyager computerized invoice system, which resulted in a shambles of 30,000 unpaid bills. As “director of corporate finance” Arnold was responsible for Brum’s “business transformation programme”, which he claimed would save the council £1bn over 10 years.

Private Eye, 27 June-10 July, 2008.

T5 Look at the heading of the following short text and divide it into autonomous units

Is my holiday ATOL protected?

- the ATOL symbol means you’ll get a full refund if your travel supplier goes out of business. If you haven’t started your trip, you’ll receive a full refund, or if you’re already on holiday, you’ll be repatriated. And, yes, you’ll find every holiday booked direct with ebookers is ATOL protected.

