LESSON 4A

TURNTAKING – Practical Analysis

TURN-TAKING RULES

1.
Current speaker selects the next speaker

or if this system does not operate, then …

2.
Next speaker self-selects

or if this system does not operate, then …

3.
Current speaker may (but does not have to) continue

Rule 1 = CSSNS

Rule 2 = NSSS

Rule 3 = CSC

WHICH RULE IS IN OPERATION IN EACH TURN?

1. Stanley:
Meg. Do you know what?

2. Meg:

What?

3. Stanley:
Have you heard the latest?

4. Meg:

No

5. Stanley:
I’ll bet you have.

6. Meg:

I haven’t.

7. Stanley:
Shall I tell you? 

8. Meg:

What latest?

9. Stanley:
You haven’t heard it? 
10. Meg:

No. 

11. Stanley:
They are coming today. 

12. Meg:

Who?

13. Stanley:
They are coming in a van.

14. Meg:

Who?

15. Stanley:
And do you know what they’ve got in the van?

16. Meg:

What?

17. Stanley:
They’ve got a wheelbarrow in the van.

18. Meg:

They haven’t.
YOU NEED TO ANALYSE …

· who speaks to whom

· who is not spoken to

· who listens or doesn’t listen

· whether listeners are responsive in turn or not

· whether those who respond are those targeted by the speaker or not

· length of speeches

· linguistic style and texture of a character’s speech

· how changeovers are effected

· the use of silences, whether intra- or inter-turn

ANALYSE TURN-TAKING IN THIS TEXT:

Judd, Bennett and Devenish are discussing a memorial service they have attended at their school
1
Judd:

I only wish I’d had the guts to laugh out loud.

2
Bennett:
Be kind. Our hero only wanted to shed a manly tear.

3
Devenish:
There’s nothing whatever to be ashamed of in weeping for the 

dead.

(Embarrassed pause)

4
Bennett:
If it’s any comfort, the person I actually thought about was my 

father.

5
Devenish:
(also embarrassed) But he only died when you were a junior.

6
Bennett:
Yes, but gallantly.

7
Devenish:
I’m awfully sorry.

8
Bennett:
It was the Easter hols. I was reading in bed one night when I 

heard the most peculiar noise – a sort of muffled squeaking. I

thought it was the cat at first. But then it went on and on – sort of feeble and desperate at the same time. Like something trapped. So I got up and looked out into the passage. It seemed to be coming from my parents’ room, and there was a light under the door, so I assumed – well, I mean, what would you have thought?

9
Devenish:
Gosh!

10
Bennett:
I was just going back to bed to mind my own business, and 

feeling pretty queasy because – well, I mean, one’s own

parents!

11
Devenish:
Awful!

12
Bennett:
When I quite distinctly heard my mater say “Help!” (He imitates 

her) “Help!”

(Devenish is enthralled. Judd is more and more sceptical)

It was terribly eerie. Complete silence, then suddenly there it was again. “Help!”   (the story continues

from Another Country by Julian Mitchell

Who has the most turns?

Who has the longest turns?

Who speaks to who at which turn?

	
	To Judd
	To Bennett
	To Devenish

	Judd
	
	
	

	Bennett
	
	
	

	Devenish
	
	
	


How many times are they selected by someone else?

	
	Selected by  Judd
	selected by Bennett
	selected by Devenish

	Judd
	
	
	

	Bennett
	
	
	

	Devenish
	
	
	


How many times do they self-select?

	
	n. of times

	Judd
	

	Bennett
	

	Devenish
	


How are the silences dealt with?







