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LLEA 2 module B

Analysing media discourse

1.
Information about the discourse

Make sure you write down information about your material – the source, time, date, context, no. of participants etc.

2.
Analyse your 30-second transcript

Describe the conversational features that you notice, for example:

interruption


overlap

pause

repetition

discourse markers

turn-taking

repair

adjacency pairs

politeness


topic choice

3.
Analyse the narrative episode

The narrative episode will include the 30-second transcript but will probably involve more.

See module A for how to analyse the episode

 - you can use a Labov style analysis, OR

 - you can use the same kind of analysis you used for the stories in plays (tellability)

Use the conversational feature (above) in the analysis.

Discuss the place of the narrative in the context (Interview, Big brother etc.)

4.
Analyse the discourse as a whole

This means that you analyse the whole of the interview or extract you are studying, not just the narrative episode.

· Use the kind of analysis in the pdf articles as a model (Celebrity talk, Big Brother, Ordinary talk etc.) 

· Try to use the terminology in the articles

· Give examples of the points you are making.

What you need to look at:

Converational features

See above

Audience

· Who is the audience

· What is its role

· How do the participants orient to it?

Gender

male v female, if you think it is significant

Control 

Who is introducing topics, controlling the turn taking etc.?
Performance

What kind of performances are being enacted in this discourse?

1500 words more or less (not including transcript)

