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Ashes to Ashes

This is a very difficult set of stories to interpret in the context of the play. You have done some good technical analyses of tellability but what the purpose of the stories is at various points in the play is less clear.

Story 1 – This is a thoughtful discussion but I am not sure you are right about the dramatic purpose. The question remains as to why Rebecca should be telling Devlin about this factory, which seems totally unconnected to “learning the truth about her ex-lover”. What is the purpose of this story at this particular moment in the play?

Story 2 – You have identified the important tellability features, though this story is more of a monologue than a dialogue. It is certainly true that Rebecca wants to maintain his interest. The question is whether she does and what is its role in the play. This story must have something to do with their relationship and the play as a whole (same question as story 1).

Story 3 – Good analysis of the early interaction but I think you need to explain Devlin’s reaction at the end of the story a little more clearly. It is very difficult to interpret. Has he understood everything? It seems to me that R’ story is disconnected to her previous one and D’s reaction to the story is also disconnected from the story.

Story 4 – Good first paragraph (analysis of the connection to previous dialogue) and I like your interpretation of the low level of collboration. This is a dreamtelling, which are often monologues because the events are unknown to the listener. What is its purpose at this point in the play?

Story 5 – Again you have explained the previous context well and done a good analysis of the interaction. As with the other stories, it is not clear what the function of the story is here.

I like your conclusions, especially your comment on the fact that the stories don’t have an effect on Devlin. When you say the whole play is structured on memory and its relation to the present, you are right. If you had mentioned this at the start, the purpose of these “disconnected” stories would have been much clearer.

Letterman

A good choice of interview and the transcript is fine except you do not need to use punctuation (capital letters etc.). I think your analysis of the tellability of KW’s story is very good indeed. I am bit less convinced about the talk show features. You are correct up to a point but the Letterman show has a particular design which involves transgressing from the norms of Interviewer and interviewee - see Tolson chapters.
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