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Evaluation:

Good choice of play and stories. You have done a thorough analysis and shown that you have understood how to analyse a story. Your comments on dramatic purposes could have been a bit more detailed. Your writing style is very good - generally you support your claims using examples from the text very well.

Story 1 – Good analysis of the dream telling. I am not sure about your comment about the purpose (“description of the kind of world presented in the play). I think you can be more specific. Why the intensity and involvement? What about the relationship with the listener? What about the tree? You could maybe have discussed what happens immediately after this dreamtelling.

Story 2 – Very good analysis of turn taking and interaction (p.17). Dramatic purpose (p.18) – you need to explain what you mean by “cold way” and how it relates to the rest of the play.

Story 3 – Excellent. Although the psychological analysis is not verifiable, you make some justifiable inferences from the interaction. I like the way you have structured this particular analysis – it is a well organised argument and easy to follow.

Story 4 – Yes, the interactional purpose is to “convince” or demonstrate a true version of events and the tellability is geared to that. I also like the connections with the other stories in terms of theme and purpose. I am not sure that “speaking” is imagery. The focus is on what is said rather than on what it sounded like.

Story 5 – another good analysis. I think you could have said more about turn-taking and how this episode can be characterised as an “extorted confession”. In interrogation/extortion questions require answers and you needed to look more closely at whether and how these questions were put and answered (or not). There is also a lot of hostile interruption which is not repaired.

Conclusions – Somer nice comments about characterisation and how Miller uses different types of story for different purposes.
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