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Big Brother

Elisa, this is excellent. I really cannot fault it. Excellent transcription, well presented, very good technical tellability analysis, very well written - hardly any English errors.

A few things - the use of like is very interesting as it seem to express different things – sometimes it is not a discourse marker but has lexical meaning (I’m like = I said). 

p.22 – “forced to show sympathy”. I don’t think this is true. In fact your analysis says that they do not show sympathy (yawning etc.). I think they are “being themselves” but in a modified form – the silent listening shows orientation to the idea that on BB the teller must get a hearing. That means that they can be bored but they can’t openly contest the speaker (maybe). 

I like your final suggestion about analysis in the early days as opposed to later on.

Where did you find the Coupland article?

Inspector General

Interesting choice. I don’t know this play at all.

You have clearly done a huge amount of work so thanks for that. 

Story 1 – Excellent. It is hard to analyse comic effects. Insignifcant details are not comic in themselves. People use them to make stories credible. What is “excessive” use of direct speech? Comedy is about  breaking the reader/audience’s expectations so you need to discuss breaking Grice’s maxims perhaps.

Story 2 – Again, very good analysis. Nice point about servant characterisation at the end. You could maybe have said more about the narrative’s status as a monologue, “train of thought” etc. What makes a monologue different from dialogue in terms of tellability? Who is the listener?

Story 3 – Same question as above regarding “somehow comic”. The question is the “somehow”. What makes conversation comic?

Story 4 – I can’t work out the context here. Are the “ladies and gentlemen” the “friends of the governor? Very good analysis again, although you could have talked about the audience a bit more. This appeal to the ladies and gentlemen looks like a public performance.  Is it a way of persuading the governor by persuading his friends? What is their reaction?

Story 5 – Good; again the problem of comedy. When you talk about “excess” you are right. What “excess” does is break a maxim but you have to work out which one.

Conclusion – Yes, you are now talking about Grice’s maxims. Absolutely correct – the distortion produces comedy and humour. You could have said so before!
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