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Evaluation:

This is an interesting choice of play because it is not one of Pinter’s best known works. Generally speaking your analysis of turn-taking is excellent but there is not enough technical analysis of tellability features. It would have been better to do a coding scheme which highlighted all  types of tellability marker for each story. This would have built up a description on which you could base your analysis more systematically.

Story 1 – Yes, this is such a small story that it is difficult to analyse as a story because it does not have a point and lacks tellability. So your analysis of turn taking is very good but you are unable to talk about the story component.

Story 2 – This is much better because there are more features to comment on. I like your paragraph at the bottom of page 4 when you comment on Disson’s fantasy. This is a good explanation of the function of the story.

Story 3 – Again, this is a good analysis although I think you could have commented more on what the story is doing in the play as a whole. You make some interesting comments on this at the top of p.6 and I would have liked you to say more about how the relationship between Willy and Diana is reflected in the way that the story is told.

Story 4 – This is more of a decription than a story. I think it was important to set out the dialogue before and after this toast because it is difficult to put it into context. Why is he making this toast in this way? The features you mention seem to suggest some kind of irony (not just raising a laugh) but it is difficult to interpret.

Story 5 – You point out the features and turn-taking in a clear and interesting way but you do not relate them to the play. It was also important to talk about the disgreement (swans etc.). This story sounds at times like a fantasy by Diana (she is inventing details) which is not shared by Disson. You pointed out this disagreement but you needed to discuss it a little more – when remembering becomes dreaming. 
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