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Evaluation:

It is nice to see some systematic turn-taking analysis (good diagrams – very clear). These are long stories and you have clearly put a lot of work into the analysis. Sometimes I think you needed to connect the tellability to your interpretation of the characters involved.

Story 1 – Your analysis is mostly very accurate. The only place I disagree with you is your description of Davies as pompous and trying to demonstrate that he is a man of high values. The point is that his protestations are in contrast to his actual situation (a tramp): In other words his story is somewhat removed from reality and turns him into a bizarre and incoherent figure. I think you could have explained more about Davies’ incoherence. It is hard to create a mental representation of what the story is about because he is an incoherent speaker (as you show in story 2).

Story 2 – Much better analysis of incoherence here. Davies jumps from topic to topic. You correctly point out all the tellability markers (hyperbolic style etc.) but what effect do they have on the way we see Davies. He depicts himsefl as a victim but we do not necessarily see him as one.

Story 3 – Good turn taking analysis and comments on Mick’s dominance and a nice comment on Davies’ indifferent reaction. The only question you do not address is the point of this story. Why does he start telling this bizarre story about a resemblance? You say it is in order to be friendly. But there is no evidence of this. The lack of response is very significant in this respect.

Story 4 – Excellent. You have connected the way the story is told (hesitant, repetitive) to the slow thinking caused by the electrotherapy. This is a very poignant story, desperately sad. How is this sense of sadness achieved? Your last paragraph is very well written, especially the last line.

Story 5 – I am not sure that this is a story. It looks more like a description, as you say in the second paragraph. So your point about the simple present is not really correct. This is the tense you use for descriptions. It is still a vivid description but that does not make it a story.
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