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Evaluation:

You have clearly done a lot of work on these stories and I appreciate the level of detail in the technical description of tellability. I think, on the whole, that your analyses of the stories tends to be very psychological. In other words you attribute motives and feelings to the characters which are not necessarily demonstrated in the text. This shows a lot of sensitivity to the writing but not much to the tellability. You write in a thoughtful and interesting way. I also like the intelligent way you have organised the argument for the analysis of each story. There is a solid structure, you discuss each aspect of the story and have a good concluding paragraph about what the author is doing with the episode-

Story 1 – This is perhaps the weakest of the five becuase the story itself is not clear. You do not say where the story is (in my opinion the second half in which he talks about the plans). You talk about the conversation quite well but you do not actually identify the story and discuss what its role is in the conversation.

Story 2 – Much better. You explain where the story is and are able to put itin context. Your comments about justifications on p.12 are particularly good. 

Story 3 – A long story to analyse and you have done it very well indeed. I think you could have said more abou the tellability of the story. It is an incredibly vivid and lively story but you talk only generally about “particularised imagery” etc. I would like you to have explained more about these features and explain the effect they have. I like your comments about the difference in character – “too realistic for Robert the poet” is a nice phrase.

Story 4 – excellent analysis. It is, as you say, a story being used as a justification. Very good comments about Ruth’s response. The story tells us as much about her as about Andrew.

Story 5 – Excellent analysis. You have understood the trajectory of the story (elicited by questions) but you have also grasped the dynamics between the speakers very well, e.g. as in the last story, you analyse Ruth’s reluctance very well (good comment about her hedging). 

I’m very impressed!
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