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What I like most about this essay is the style of writing. You have a very nice, simple way of getting your point across and good vocabulary. It’s very interesting to read. Sometimes you don’t use enough examples to back up your points and they end up sounding like generalisations. Did you write it yourself or did you write it and then have it checked by a native speaker? I’m curious.

Story 1 – This is a pretty straightforward story. Good analysis of topic change in relation to character. You should have explained which details make the story credible and how. Use of imagery for example. This idea of “not understanding the city anymore” is reminiscent of the old sheriff in McCarthy’s “No Country for Old Men”. It’s a frequent motif in American lit.

Story 2 – Very interesting analysis though I would have liked a bit more detail about how the imagery etc, is used to make it a good story. Imagery is very important in this story. Your point about tempo is good. The question of tempo is also regulated by the expression “next thing I know”, referring to his state of mind at the time, and the use of the present continuous “he is pinning”. That, and the imagery, is what makes it seem like a video or a series of snapshots. 

Story 3 – Again, interesting and you comment on the story in terms of the overall film very well. You are right to say that the message prevails. He uses the story to justify his claim about the city, and consequently to sympathise with Tracy’s predicament (I’m having a baby; I hate the city). The use of the story helps the empathy.

Story 4 – This story is close to being just a description. I like the point about him being in command of his stories when they are on certain subjects but you need to think about why this is the case. For example, it could be because these are the kinds of topics that men are comfortable with. The evidence from gender studies is that men like telling stories on certain subjects and tend to avoid stories connected with their inner emotional life.

Story 5 – Yes, another good analysis. What you are talking about is what is known as the “dark side of tellability” (Norrick has written an article with this title) when stories are told about subjects that are taboo or at least “on the limit”. I call these untellable stories and they always involve some knd of atrocious conflict with the audience (you get them in films and plays but so much in real life).
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