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Evaluation:

You have chosen a very difficult play and I don’t think you discuss interaction enough. Beckett’s plays are all about the way characters interact because there is no context. You needed to show how the storytelling is related to this. There is obviously a great deal of symbolism in the content of the stories but in this course we have been looking more at interaction. I also think you have not quite understood what a retelling is.

Story 1 – Lake Como is the first story and the story of the Tailor is embedded in the Lake Como story. You do not quite identify the embedded structure because you did not look at the turn-taking carefully enough. Fgor example, Nell does not really cooperate in the telling and is more interested in Lake Como (you should have included her response to the Tailor story as part of the narrative episode).

You will find an analysis of the Tailor joke-telling in the final chapter of Norrick’s book “Conversational Narrative” – I have a copy if you are interested.

Story 2 – I do not think this is a retelling. There is no previous story in the play like this one (I don’t think). You are right that Hamm seeks involvement and is rejected but it is worth pointing out that this is a minimal story with very few tellability features

Story 3 – This is not a retelling either. This is the first time in the play he tells this story. You needed to include the dialogue before “I once knew” in order to explain how the story arises or whether it arises out of nothing. Is there a preface? You are right about Clov being unusually cooperative. How does this affect the story?

Story 4 – This is a long story and very difficult to analyse. Again, this is not a retelling. It is the first time that Hamm tries to tell his story, which becomes the chronicle in story 5 (the chronicle is the retelling). You talk about the contents of the story but do not say much about its tellability. Is he trying to interest the listener or is it an isolated monologue, as if he is talking to himself?

Story 5 – You are right – this is a collaborative retelling and the difference from story 4 is crucial. I think the analysis here is a bit thin and you should have concentrated on the differences between this story and the previous one and how it shows the changing dynamics of the play.

Story 6 – The story here arises as an illustration of Clov’s expectation that Hamm should know what has happened. It shows how Clov uses stories to make a point. Hamm tends not to use stories in this way.
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