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Evaluation:

Good analysis, Tiziana. You have clearly understood the basics of storytelling and how to apply the analysis to the text. I think some of the points you make in the conclusion should have been included in the story analysis (e.g. the fact that the stories are made up by Iago). I like the way you have chosen similar stories which form a sequence.

One or two popints bout the stories:

Story 1 – There is a preface (Rodrigo’s question). Nice point about the put-down/boasting story though I think put-down is the main purpose. You make an important point about negative attitude markers but your examples are not markers of attitude or emotion. Is Moorship referred to Othello? You don’t really talk about the story’s purpose in the context of the play.

Story 2 – There is more imagery here than you think. I am not sure this is a put-down Cassio since Iago is careful not to criticise him. You have not explained what the purpose of the story is in the context of the play. Iago has a reason for telling this story and this influences the way he tells it.

Story 3 – Is this a true story? You need to make the point that Iago is making this story up so he has to make it convincing through tellability. You make some good points here about alliteration and imagery being used to heighten sexual jealousy in the listener.

Story 4 – There is a preface (Desemona’s question). You do a good techincal analysis but I do not think this is a standard story. What is its purpose in the context of the play? Why is Othello telling the story at this point? 

Story 5 – this is not a dialogue with Othello. As you say, he is the overhearing listener but he is talking to the audience. I like your analysis of the imagery. There is also parallelism in line 9 – a strong rhythm.
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