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Evaluation:

This was a very good choice of play. Tennessee Williams uses a lot of stories in his plays and they have an important function in his work. This is a well presented essay and your technical analysis of the storytelling devices is excellent. You have clearly done a lot of work on this. You sometimes need to connect the storytelling device with the effect it has on the reader a little more clearly

Story 1 – I like your description of Amanda as a director of the story. This is exactly right. You could perhaps have said more about how she “makes the story vivid”. Her use of imagery is particularly strong and you could have commented on this.

Story 2 – This story is very strong on visual imagery and you need to explain in a bit more detail how Amanda uses it not just what the images mean. I like your comment “it seems that many pictures of the past rush to Amanda”. How is this effect of the “rush” created linguistically? In my view it is the ellipsis combined with the imagery which does it.

Story 3 – Your observation that Laura, who is usually very shy, is the person driving the co-construction is a very good point but you needed to explain it more. How does she drive the story? By asking more questions, by making suggestions? You needed to analyse the turn-taking here much more closely. You make a nice connection between rose and jonquil and a good anlysis of the symbolism but this is only a small part of the storytelling process.

Story 4 – A very good technical analysis of two very long stories. You analyse the structure and the turn-taking much better than in story 3 and your final comment about Laura and Jim’s different worlds is a good one.

Story 5 – If this is a monologue, then you need to say something about who the listener is supposed to be. This analysis is perhaps the weakest of the five because you talk about the content rather than about how the monologue is told, i.e. you do  not really use your description of the narrative devices, which is very good, to illustrate your comments.
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