Text 1
Unconstrained growth: the development of a Spanish tourist resort.
Summary of article.

Like Many other Spanish tourist resorts, Torremolinos experienced explosive development and growth in the period 1950-1990. Much of the tourist provision during this period (high-rise hotels etc.) was done in an uncontrolled way to maximize income from the boom in tourists. This Frequently resulted in an ugly environment, which made the resort potentially unattractive to the more discriminating tourists of the 1990s. Improvement of the town’s environment is therefore now a top priority and steps have been taken to achieve this. 
· Possible Questions: 

· What happens when the growth of tourist resorts are not constrained or regulated in any way?

· How should tourist resorts be developed?

Text 2
Age concern? The Geography of greying Europe.

Summary of article

The population of Europe is getting older. It is estimated that by 2025, nearly 30 per cent of the population of the European Union will be aged 60 years or over. The increase in the number of elderly people poses problems for governments in terms of increased social security budgets and increased need for health and social care. The objective for the future has to be to enable older people to enjoy an active independent life for as long as possible, and to maximize support for those who need it in the final stages of their lives.

Possible questions:

Is the population of Europe getting older, and if so, by how much?

If the population is getting older, is that a problem. In what way?

Text 4

Canary islands, Span islas Canarias pop (2000e) 1475000; area 7273 sq km/2807. Island archipelago in the Atlantic Ocean, 100km/60mi off the NW coast of Africa, W of Morocco and S of Madeira; comprises Tenerife, Comera, Las Palma, Hierro, Lanzarote, Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria (Grand Canary), and several uninhabited islands; chief town Las Palmas, volcanic and mountainous, the Pico de Tiede rises to 3178m/12198 ft at the centre of the national park on Tenerife; under the control of Spain, 15th –c; fruit and vegetables grown under irrigation; major tourist area; agriculture, fishing, canning, textiles leather-work, footwear, cork, timber, chemical and metal products; the name is explained by the elder Pliny as referring  to the many dogs found on the Gran Canaria (Lat canis, ‘dog’), and has nothing to do with canaries (which were later named after the islands). >>Gran Canaria; Las Palma, Pliny, Spain.

Reading:

a. (scanning) How far are the Canary Islands from the north-west coast of Africa?

b. (searching) ‘The Canary islands take their name from the large number of birds of that type that are to be found on the main islands.’ True or false?

