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Lesson 2

LEXICAL RELATIONS (2) - COLLOCATION

1.
Write down five words that you associate with the word city

2.

a.
Which of these lexical combinations is/are acceptable?

commit a murder


commit a task


commit an investigation

monumental brilliance

monumental stupidity

monumental mistake

high house



high boy



high mountain

tall house



tall boy



tall building

blond girl



blond hair



blond door

deep water



profound water

tremble with fear


tremble with excitement

quiver with fear


quiver with excitement

stiff wind



stiff breeze

bright daylight


broad daylight


narrow darkness

b.
Why are some of these combinations acceptable and not others?

3.

a.
Which of these words collocate with pretty and which with handsome?

girl

boy

overcoat

flower
village
typewriter

vessel

airline
colour
typewriter

car

garden
man 


woman

b.
What do the following collocations mean:

green on the job



white man

green fruit




white wine

green with envy



white noise







white coffee

c.
Is the meaning of the words green and white different in each case?

d.
Why do we say white wine and not yellow wine?

4.
Which single word collocates with break/broken, closed, integrated, printed, short
5.
Which of the following are the strongest collocations, i.e. are words which you can predict will frequently co-occur together? For example red hair is a weak collocation because red collocates with a lot of other words, not just hair, so the connection between red and hair is weak:

· ulterior motives

· to make a mistake

· white wine

· trenchant criticism

· to be moved to tears

· to recover from a major operation

· blue movie

6.


a.
Fill in the space:

last but not ….
spick and ……..

to be caught red-…………
kick the ………..

b.
Translate the following:


how do you do?

I’m under the weather

to wear your heart on your sleeve

red herring

6.
How would you define an idiom? Is it different from a collocation?

7,

a.
How do lexicographers know what collocates with what?

b.
From the concordance below, can you tell what words staple collocates with most?

In what way are concordances useful for language teachers?

8.
In what way is the idea of collocation useful for language teacher? How should we teach collocation?

· Should we teach collocation at all levels?

· Which skills is collocation most useful for?

· Which kinds of collocations should teachers teach (strong, medium or weak)

· When should the idea of collocation be introduced?

· How can the idea of collocation be introduced?

· How can students’ knowledge of collocations be improved by teachers in class? 

· How can students’ knowledge of collocations be improved by teachers outside class?

· How can written texts be used to improve collocations?

· What kinds of exercise can be used for collocation?

· How can the teacher use collocation to improve writing?

· How can students do themselves to improve their knowledge of collocations?

· What language resources are available for collocations?

· Should collocations and idioms be taught in the same way?

