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Lesson 3

WORD MEANING – RESOURCES AND MATERIALS

A:
Using dictionaries

1.
How many different types of dictionary do you know?

2.
What are the different types of dictionary shown in A-H?

3.
What dictionary(ies) do you have at home?


Why did you choose that particular one?


When was the last time you used it?


What word do you use it for?


Do you students use dictionaries at school?


Do you know what dictionaries your students use?


Which dictionary do you recommend to your students?


Does you school have a supply of English dictionaries?


What dictionaries are useful in the classroom?


What would you use a dictionary for in the classroom?

4.
Which dictionary can solve these problems?

How do you say contorno in English? Is figure OK?

How do you pronounce the word photograph?

Can you say pink wine in English?

How do you say morbo della mucca pazza in English?

I always get the words bring, take and fetch confused?

Is the word hard an adverb or an adjective?

I can’t think of another word instead of smooth?

5.
Can a learners dictionary tell you the following

· when dare is and is not used as an auxiliary

· how frequently jump is used as a noun

· how a spoken form such as sort of is used

· whether a word like let is used mainly in spoken or written form

· whether a word can be used metaphorically like deep in the phrase deep in my heart
· that the word government can be derived by suffixation (govern + ment)

6.
Using your learner’s dictionary, can  you decide which of the following collocations are/are not possible?

Adjective-Noun collocations

big/high/great stability





big/high/great impression

Verb-Noun collocations

sign/break/violate/reach an agreement


sign/break/violate/reach a treaty

Adverb-Verb collocations

sleep soundly/well/deeply

Tip: if you want to know whether two words collocate, type them into Google and see what comes up

7.
How do you look for collocations in a Learner’s Dictionary, e.g. for sleep soundly/well/deeply, which word do you look for first?

B.
Using Concordances and corpora

1.
Look at this concordance:

Use the concordance to help you translate this sentence

Gli operai hanno bloccato i treni per protestare contro il comportamento del governo

2.
Look at this concordance:

What is ACAS?

For detailed information on lexicographic resources see the pdf article

C.
Writing materials for dictionary use

Look at the article, choose some suitable vocabulary items and write some questions/exercises involving dictionary work for a group of intermediate students

