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American Revolution 

The American Revolution refers to the political upheaval during the last half of the 18th 

century in which the Thirteen Colonies of North America overthrew the governance of 

the British Empire and collectively became the nation of the United States of America. 

In this period, the colonies first formed self-governing independent states, and then 

united against the British to defend that self-governance from 1775 to 1783 in the armed 

conflict known as the American Revolutionary War (or the “American War of 

Independence”). 


