What is a Browser?

The information in the WWW “World Wide Web” is viewed

using a Browser such as Netscape Navigator or Microsoft

Internet Explorer. A browser will provide several means of

navigating or finding your way around the WWW. It will also

provide the means of displaying the various resources found

on the Internet, from HTML (short for Hypertext markup Language) hypertext web pages to pictures, sounds and movies. Often the browser requires helper or plugin
programs to display a particular type of resource.

What is a URL?

To understand how a single page is kept distinct in a world of

electronic pages, you should learn to recognize its URL (short

for Uniform Resource Locator). Every page has a unique URL.

A URL is text used for identifying and addressing an item in a

computer network. In short, a URL provides location information

and is displayed in the Location field. A hypertext link will

tell the browser the URL of the page to go to. When there is

no link to a page, you can go to it by typing the URL directly

into the Location field and pressing Enter (or by using Open

Page... in the File menu).

Searching the Internet

There are various tools available through your browser which

can help you to find information on the Internet. These are

called search engines and if supplied with a keyword or phrase

to search for, will give you a list of sites which match you

keywords. You can then click on these links to see if the sites

contain any information which might be useful to you.

Web Browser

A Web browser is a software application that is used to view

Web pages. Most browsers can also be used to send and receive

email, connect to Web based free email services and read

newsgroups. Web pages include text, graphics, sound and video.

These pages, written in the hyper-text markup language, have

“links” that allow the user to quickly move from one document

to another...even when the documents are stored in different

computers. Web browsers “read” the html text and convert it

into a page like the one you are now looking at. Currently there

are many Web browsers available. Today,

most people use one of the mainstream browsers - Explorer,

Netscape, or Mozilla. 

Other browsers. There are several other browsers worth

considering which compete on various feature sets and have

different strengths:

• Arachne-A graphical full screen web browser for DOS

computers.

• Lynx-A venerable web browser for character mode terminals

without graphics originally developed at the University of

Kansas Academic Computer Services Distributed

Computing Group.

• NeoPlanet-Integrates several Internet applications together,

including a browser, email, and chat.

• NetCaptor-A user-friendly browser built on top of Internet

Explorer.

• Opera-Small, fast, customizable application.

Web History - Browsers

Dozens of different web browsers have been developed over

the years. The first widely used web browser was NCSA Mosaic.

The Mosaic programming team then developed the first

commercial web browser called Netscape Navigator, later

renamed Communicator, then renamed back to just Netscape.

The Netscape browser led in user share until Microsoft Internet

Explorer took the lead in 1999 due to its advantage in being

bundled with Windows operating systems.

An open source version of Netscape was then developed called

Mozilla, which was the internal name for the old Netscape

browser, and released in 2002.

Mozilla has since gained in market share, particularly on non-

Windows platforms, due to its open source foundation.

A chronological listing of some influential early web browsers is

provided below, each of which advanced the state of the art:

The Browser Main Window

When you first open your Web Browser, the browser window

will appear. This main window has many different parts to it.

These different bars and menus will be your main source of

control over where and how you will browse the Web. From the

moment you open the browser, the page that is set as the

default home page for the browser you are using will automatically

begin to load. This page will be the page that you start your

browsing from.

• The “Title Bar” at the very top of the window will tell you

what your location is and what browser program you are

using.

• Directly under this is the “Main Menu Bar”. This bar has

many different sub menus, which control all of the

functions and options for the entire browser program.

Browsing controls are also located in these sub menus.

• Under the “Main Menu Bar” is the “Web Browser Toolbar.”

This has all of the basic browsing commands that you

need, and will be used very frequently

• Under this is the “Location Bar”. This tells you the exact

HTTP/URL location that you are at. You can also type a

Web address directly into this bar and then press enter to go

to that site directly.

• Under the “Directory Buttons” is the “Main Browser

Window”. This window will display all of the information

that is located on the Web Site. Text, images, movies,

animations, links, sounds, and ANY other stuff on a Web

Page will be in this window. The scroll bars located on the

right side and on the bottom of this window allow you to

scroll left, right, up, and down when the page is too large to

fit in your screen.

At the very bottom of the page is the “Status Bar”. This bar

tells you what the progress of the browser is while it

downloads, where links go to, and whether or not a

document is secure.

The fastest way to get to a

place that you can search from is to click on the “Search” button

on the main toolbar. This button will take you to a search

engine that you can use. A Search Engine is a application that

will attempt to find any documents that contain the subject or

phrase that you enter into the search parameters. You can also

browse through the categories of Web sites that the search

engines have already organized for you.

The main toolbar is composed of eleven different buttons.

Each of these buttons has a different function and purpose in

Internet Explorer. The individual buttons will each be discussed

in the following sections.

1. The Back Button : This button will take you back to

whatever document you were previously viewing. Pressing it

immediately takes you back one document. If you have

browsed many pages, or are well into a multi-page

document, pressing it repeatedly will continue to back you

up one page at a time. Once you reach your starting location,

it will be greyed-out and unavailable.

2. The Forward Button : This button will take you forward

to the next document if you have previously browsed

multiple documents and had then backed-up to the page

you are currently viewing. (If you have not backed up at all,

the forward button will be greyed-out) Pressing it repeatedly

will continue to move you forward one page at a time. You

can move forward until you reach the last page that you had

browsed, at which time the forward button will be greyedout.

3. The Stop Button : The stop button stops ANY current

operations by Internet Explorer. It will stop any type of file

from loading. It can also be used to stop animations from

continuing once a page is loaded. If you press it before a

page has finished loading, the page will display everything it

had finished loading before the stop button was pressed. If

a document is completely loaded and there are no

animations, movies, or other files still running, the stop

button will have no immediate function.

4. The Refresh Button : This button will reload the current

document that you are viewing. It is useful if the page

updates very frequently so that you can view these changes

as soon as they are available. If you are loading a document

and the transfer was interrupted, you can reload the full

document again by clicking here.

5. The Home Button : This button will return you to the

page you have selected as the default start-up page for

Internet Explorer. It will not take you back to the beginning

of your web browsing, it will just return you to your home

location from where you are. If you press back after reaching

your home page, you will go back to the page you left after

you hit the Home button.

6. The Search Button : This button will take you to the page

you have selected as the default Web search page for Internet

Explorer. If you have not selected a page it will take you to

Microsoft’s default search page.

7. The Favorites Button : This button will open up the

Favorites menu. You can choose a favorite that you wish to

go to from the list, add a favorite to the list, or organize

your favorites from this menu.

8. The Print Button : The print button will bring up a Print

dialog box. In the box you can decide if you would like to

print the contents of the page you are viewing, how many

pages you will print, and also how many copies you will

print. Keep in mind that if you try to print a page that is

graphics intensive, you will need a printer that is capable of

printing graphics. Also, the more graphics and pages a Web

site has, the longer it will take to print.

9. The Font Button : Pressing this button causes Internet

Explorer to cycle through the available font sizes. This

button is useful if the text is too small to read, or too large

to fit comfortably in the window.

10. The Mail Button : This button will open into a drop

down menu from which you can select to read or send email.

You can also open up your newsgroups from this

menu.

11. The Edit Button : This button will ONLY be on your

toolbar if you have a Windows system Web editor (such as

Microsoft Frontpage or Microsoft Word) installed on your

computer. If you press this button, it will launch that

editor and open the document you are currently viewing in

it.

Effective Use Of A Search Engine

Although search engine will help you locate anything that you

may be interested in while surfing the Web, if you are using a

search engine to find something specific on the Web, it helps to

find ways to narrow your search so it is faster and more efficient.

Most of the Search Engines use the same set of operators and

commands in their search vocabulary. The following are the

most commonly used operators and a brief description of each.

These would be used when typing in a keyword or phrase into a

search engine.

• Quotes (“ “) : Putting quotes around a set of words will

only find results that match the words in that exact

sequence.

• Wild Card Use (*) : Attaching an * to the right-hand side

of a word will return partial matches to that word.

• Using Plus (+) : Attaching a + in front of a word requires

that the word be found in every one of the search results.

• Using Minus (-) : Attaching a - in front of a word requires

that the word not be found in any of the search results.

4. Bookmarks And Favorites

Your web browser contains a system of marking frequently

visited Web sites, these are known as either Bookmarks or

Favorites. The settings for your particular listing are located on

the main menu bar of the browser. To add the site that you are

browsing to your listing, simply select “Add to (Bookmarks or

Favorites)” from its menu. By accessing the menu itself, you can

click on the listing of site that you have marked and visit any of

those sites whenever you want to.

Using The Mouse

Clicking the right mouse button anywhere in the main browser

window will cause a menu box to appear. This menu box

contains many of the commands that are found on the main

toolbar. It also contains some commands that are not found in

either the toolbar or the main menu bar. You can go back or

forward, as well as reload the page from this menu box. If you

right-click on an image, a different menu box will appear. This

menu box will contain the same commands as the previous

one, but it will also include some options for the image that

you clicked on. You can save the image or view it by itself. You

can also set the image as the wallpaper for your windows

desktop.

Speeding Up Your Browsing

There are many ways to make the browsing process much

quicker and easier. One of the main ways that you can improve

the speed of the computer when loading a document is to

disable the automatic loading of images. Go to the main menu

of Internet Explorer, and from the View sub-menu, select

“Options”. From the Options dialog box, select the “General”

folder tab at the top of the box. In the multimedia section you

can select whether or not Internet Explorer loads an image,

sound file, or movie. If you want a type of file to be automatically

loaded, place a check mark in the appropriate box. If you

want the images disabled, click to remove the check. Now

whenever Internet Explorer loads a document that has images,

a small icon will appear where each image is located on the page.

If you wish to view the image at that location, right-click on the

image area and then select “View Image” from the menu. (The

multimedia section is outlined in the first image for your

convenience, and the upper-right image shows what images

look like when they do

not load)

Management of Favorites

Internet Explorer contains a system of marking frequently

visited Web sites, these are known as Favorites. The settings for

your Favorites are located on the main menu bar of Internet

Explorer.

1. Select the “Favorites” sub-menu with your mouse, or press

“ALT-A”.

2. Now select “Organize Favorites” from this menu. The

Organize Favorites dialog box has now appeared.

3. From this box you can add and remove folders, sort your

favorites, and do anything else needed to manage favorites.

The Move button allows you to move your favorites to

another directory. The Rename button will let you change

the name of the Favorite you selected. The Delete button

will delete the favorite you have selected.

a New Favorites Folder

1. To create a new folder for your favorites, go to the Organize

Favorites dialog box again by clicking Favorites and then

selecting “Organize Favorites”.

2. In this box, a button is located in the upper-right that will

allow you to create a new folder (This button has been

circled in red in the figure below). Click this button and a

new folder will appear.

3. The default name of this folder is “New Folder”. Change

the name by typing a new name when the “New Folder”

text is highlighted. You can always change a file or folder

name by clicking on the file or folder one time. Then click

the right mouse button and select Rename.

Adding to Favorites

1. When you are at a Web Site that you would like to add to

your Favorites, go up to the “Favorites” menu item and

click on “Add To Favorites”. This will bring up a dialog box

in which you can change the name of the favorite.

2. Click “OK” and the favorite is added to your current

favorites list. A shortcut to bring up the dialog box is to

press and hold “ALT” and then press and hold “A”. Hold

both until the Add To Favorites dialog box appears.

Deleting Favorites

1. From the Organize Favorites dialog box, select the favorite

that you wish to delete by clicking once on it. Now three

buttons have lit up just below the listing of your favorites.

2. Click the Delete button and it will ask you to confirm

whether or not you really want to delete it. Click yes if you

want to delete the Favorite you’ve selected.

Moving Your Favorites To Another Computer

1. Using your file management program (Windows Explorer,

File Manager...etc) open the directory where your Internet

Explorer Favorites directory is located.

2. Copy these sub-directories files to a diskette and take them

to the computer on which you wish to use your favorites.

3. On that computer open up Internet Explorer and the

Organize Favorites dialog box.

4. From the Organize Favorites dialog box, click on the arrow

next to the “Folder” box. Scroll upward to select the drive

your favorites are currently in (if it is on your diskette, make

sure you select the floppy drive).

5. Click on this directory to open the file listing in the favorites

box. Now your favorites are selectable from this computer!

Setting Your Default Start-Up Page

The “Start-Up” page is the Web Site or document that Internet

Explorer will open automatically every time that you start the

program. These steps will show you how you can change this

page to whatever location you prefer.

1. From the Options dialog box, click on the “Navigation”

folder tab at the top of the box. You can change the startup

page from here. (The customize section is outlined in

red for your convenience).

2. Click on the Page drop-down box arrow to open a small

menu.

3. Click on “Start Page” and then click in the Address box.

4. Type the address of the page you would like Internet

Explorer to open each time you start the program. If you

are satisfied with your choice and are done setting options,

click on “Apply” then “OK” at the bottom of the Options

box.

5. This same menu has an option where you can select the

page that Internet Explorer will take you to when you click

the Search button on the main toolbar. Select Search Page

from the small menu and type in the address of the site

from which you want to start your search from.

Saving Files After Viewing Them

Frequently on a Web Page, you will find links that you can click

on which will activate a selected file. Other times, the appropriate

plug-in will be engaged when you click an application file.

Once you have heard the sound, watched the video, or read the

text, you may want to save the file on your computer.

1. Most files available for viewing allow you to “Right-Click”

on them which displays a menu box.

2. From this box select “Save As”, “Save Picture As”, or

whatever happens to fit the type of file you have just seen

or heard.

3. Choose where on your computer the file will be saved and

give it a name.

4. Click “Save” to begin saving the file. In the example below,

the Eastern Illinois University logo was viewed. A “Right-

Click” on it brought up a menu box. Finally, it will be saved

to the hard drive.

Many Web Pages have links to files that you can view such

things as Images, Sounds, or Movies. Suppose that you don’t

want to look at them now. You can always download them

directly from the links and view them at a later time.

1. “Right-Click” on the file that you want to download.

2. In the menu box that pops up, select “Save Target As”.

3. A Save As dialog box will appear. You can select what name

the file will have, and the location to where it will be

downloaded. A shortcut to get to the Save As box is to

hold “Shift” and “Left-Click” on the link you want to

download. After you have selected the name and

destination, click “Save”. In the example below, suppose

you would like to download the wave file called

“Door.wav”. First, a “Right-Click” on the filename will

bring up the menu box. Next, choose “Save Target As” a

select you desired location from the Save As dialog box.

Finally click “Save” and download the wave file.
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