DEIXIS

· Deixis is an important field of language study in its own right, but it also has some relevance to the analysis of conversations and pragmatics. It is often and best described as “verbal pointing”, that is to say pointing by means of language. 

· The linguistic forms of this pointing are called deictic expressions, deictic markers or deictic words; they are also sometimes called indexicals. 

· Deictic expressions fall into three categories: 

· Person deixis (you, us etc), 

· Spatial deixis (here, there) and

· Temporal deixis (now, then). 

· Deixis is clearly tied to the speaker's context, the most basic distinction being between near the speaker (proximal) and away from the speaker (distal). 

· Proximal deictic expressions include this, here and now. 

· Distal deictic expressions include that, there and then. 

· Proximal expressions are generally interpreted in relation to the speaker's location or deictic centre. For example now is taken to mean some point or period in time that matches the time of the speaker's utterance. 

Deictic expressions include such lexemes as: 

· Personal or possessive pronouns (I/you/mine/yours), 

· Demonstrative pronouns (this/that), 

· (Spatial/temporal) adverbs (here/there/now), 

· Other pro-forms (so/do), 

· Personal or possessive adjectives (my/your), 

· Demonstrative adjectives (this/that), 

· Articles (the). 

· Deixis generally refers to the world outside a text. Reference to the context surrounding an utterance is often referred to as primary deixis, exophoric deixis or simply deixis. Primary deixis is used to point to a situation outside a text (situational deixis) or to the speaker's and hearer's (shared) knowledge of the world (knowledge deixis). 

· Contextual use of deictic expressions is known as secondary deixis, textual deixis or endophoric deixis. Such expressions can refer either backwards or forwards to other elements in a text:

· Anaphoric deixis is backward pointing, and is the norm in English texts. Examples include personal and demonstrative pronouns: he, this, such, said, similar, (the) same. 

· Cataphoric deixis is forward pointing. Examples include: the following, certain, some (“the speaker raised some objections...”), this (“Let me say this...”), these, several. 

	       Discourse deixis is deictic reference to a portion of a discourse relative 

        to the    speaker's current “location” in the discourse.

	


	     Examples 



	 
	Use of this to refer to a story one is about to tell in:

I bet you haven’t heard this story. 

Reference to Chapter 7 of a book by means of in the next chapter or in the previous chapter, depending on whether the reference is made from Chapter 6 or 8.

Token-reflexive deixis is discourse deixis in which the deictic expression refers to the expression or speech act in which it occurs.

Example

 

I hereby apologize. 




· Person deixis

Person deixis involves the speaker ( I ) and the addressee ( you). In conversation, each person constantly changes from being I to being you . This kind of deixis operates on a three-part division, exemplified by the pronouns for first person I, second person you , and third person he, she, it. The choice of one of these forms instead of another, because of the surrounding social circumstances is sometimes described as social deixis.
An example of social contrast involving person deixis could be the distinction between forms used for a familiar versus a non-familiar addressee in some languages. This is known as the T/V distinction from the French form tu (familiar) and vous (non-familiar), and is also found in other languages, such as Spanish tú/Usted, Italian tu/Lei, German du/Sie. The choice of one form communicates something about the speaker’s view of his relationship with the addressee. The use of third person pronouns where a second person form would be possible indicates distance. "This can be done in English for an ironic or humorous purpose as when one person, who’s very busy in the kitchen, addresses another, who’s being very lazy, as in: 

"Would his highness like some coffee?” (Yule, 1996:9)

The distance associated with third person forms can be used also to make potential accusations, as in You haven’t washed your cup, less direct, as in Somebody hasn’t washed her cup, or to make a potentially personal issue seems like an impersonal one, based on a general rule: Each person has to wash his/her cup after having coffee. 

The speaker can also state such 'rules' by using the first person plural, as in: We use to wash our cups after having coffee. 


English does not use personal deixis to indicate relative social status in the same way that other languages do. But the pronoun we has a potential for ambiguity, i.e. between exclusive we (excludes the hearer) and the hearer-including (inclusive) we. 


Let’s go (said to some friends)


Let us go (said to someone who is keeping the speaker and 

his/her friends prisoners).

· Spatial deixis

The concept of distance is considered relevant to spatial deixis , whenever relative location of things is being indicated. Contemporary English uses only two adverbs: here and there. There are also some verbs of motion, such as come and go, which retain a deictic sense when they are used to mark movement toward the speaker, for example, Come to my room, or away from the speaker, as in Go to my room .

The location, from the speaker’s perspective, can be fixed mentally as well as physically. Speakers temporally away from their home location will often continue to use here to mean the home location, as if they still were in that location. It is described as deictic projection and we can make more use of its possibilities when technology allows us to manipulate location. If here means the place of the speaker’s utterance, and now means the time of this utterance, a sentence like: “I am not here now” on an aswering machine should be nonsense. 


The basis of spatial deixis is often psychological distance (rather than physical distance). Usually physical and (metaphorical) psychological distance will appear the same. But a speaker may wish to mark something physically close as psychologically distant, as when you indicate an item of food on your plate with “I don't like that”. 

	    Empathetic deixis is the metaphorical use of deictic forms to indicate

    emotional    or other psychological “distance” or “proximity” between 

     a speaker  and a referent.

	


	      Examples 



	 
	The use of this to indicate the speaker’s empathy 

The use of that to indicate the speaker’s emotional distance 


· Temporal deixis

In contrast to now, the distal expression then can be used with both past and future time. For example: 

Last Saturday night? I was at home with a friend then. 
Theater at 7 p.m. on Saturday? Okay, I’ll meet you there then.

We also use systems of non-deictic temporal reference such as calendar and clock time. However, these forms of temporal reference are learned a lot later than the deictic expressions, such as yesterday, tonight, this week, next week. To interpret all these expressions, we have to know the time of the utterance. Otherwise, in the case of the following sentences, for example, we wouldn’t  know if we have a short or a long wait ahead: 

I’ll be back in an hour. 
Free beer tomorrow.

Also verb tense indication is considered a type of temporal deixis in English. 

I live in Santa Maria (presently). 
I lived in Cruz Alta (in the past).

The present tense is considered the proximal form and the past tense the distal form. Something that took place in the past, or that is extremely unlikely from the speaker’s current situation is marked via the distal (past tense). 


Psychological distance can apply to temporal deixis as well. We can treat temporal events as things that move towards us (into view) or away from us (out of view). 


For instance, we speak of the coming year or the approaching year. This may stem from our perception of things which we see approaching both spatially and in time. We treat the near or immediate future as being close to utterance time by using the proximal deictic expression this, as in “this (that is the next) weekend” or “this evening” (said earlier in the day)
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