 WHAT IS THE INTERNET?
The Internet is a worldwide collection of computer networks, cooperating with each other to exchange data using a common software standard. Through telephone wires and satellite links, Internet users can share information in a variety of forms. 
It allows users to: 

connect easily through ordinary personal computers and local phone numbers; 

exchange electronic mail (E-mail) with friends and colleagues with accounts on the Internet; 

post information for others to access, and update it frequently; 

access multimedia information that includes sound, photographic images and even video;

    and 

access diverse perspectives from around the world. 

   An additional attribute of the Internet is that it lacks a central authority—in other words,
   there is no organization that controls it. Beyond the various governing boards that work to
   establish policies and standards, the Internet is bound by few rules and answers to no
   single organization 

HISTORY

Many people think that the Internet is a recent innovation, when in fact the essence of it has been around for over a quarter century. 

The Internet began as ARPAnet, a U.S. Department of Defense project to create a nationwide computer network that would continue to function even if a large portion of it were destroyed in a nuclear war or natural disaster.

During the next two decades, the network that evolved was used primarily by academic

 institutions, scientists and the government for research and communications. The appeal of
 the Internet to these bodies was obvious, as it allowed disparate institutions to connect to
 each others' computing systems and databases, as well as share data via E-mail. 

The nature of the Internet changed abruptly in 1992, when the U.S. government began pulling out of network management, and commercial entities offered Internet access to the general public for the first time. This change in focus marked the beginning of the Internet's astonishing expansion.

The Internet explosion coincides with the advent of increasingly powerful yet reasonably
 priced personal computers with easy-to-use graphical operating systems. The result has
 been an attraction of recent computer "converts" to the network, and new possibilities for
 exploiting a wealth of multimedia   capabilities. 

WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON THE NET?

In addition to text documents, the Internet makes available graphics files (digitized
photographs and artwork), and even files that contain digitized sound and video. Through the
Internet, you can download software, participate in interactive forums where users post and 
respond to public messages, and even join "chats," in which you and other users type (and, in
some cases, speak) messages that are received by the chat participants instantly.

WHAT IS IT USED FOR?
Obviously, the Internet offers a  whole host of possibilities. 

Among the ways that users are taking advantage of the Internet are: 

Sharing research and business data among colleagues and like-minded individuals. 

Communicating with others and transmitting files via E-mail. 

Requesting and providing assistance with problems and questions. 

Marketing and publicizing products and services. 

DATA SYSTEMS

Unlike many computer networks, the Internet consists of not one but multiple data systems that were developed independently. The most popular and important systems are:

E-mail, for the exchange of electronic mail messages. 

USENET newsgroups, for posting and responding to public "bulletin board" messages.   

File Transfer Protocol (FTP), a system for storing and retrieving data files on large computer systems. 

TELNET, a way of connecting directly to computer systems on the Internet.   

Internet Relay Chat (IRC), a system for sending public and private messages to other users in "real time"—that is, your message appears on the recipient's screen as soon as you type it.  

CU-SeeMe, a videoconferencing system that allows users to send and receive sound and pictures simultaneously over the Internet.   

The World Wide Web. 

WHAT IS THE WORLD WIDE WEB?

Of all the worthwhile features of the Internet, none has captured the public's imagination and
 contributed to the Net's growth so much as the World Wide Web. A method of posting and
 accessing interactive multimedia information, the "Web" is a true "information superhighway,"
 allowing users the world over to access a wealth of information quickly and easily.

THE HISTORY OF THE WEB

The first experiments began immediately after World War II, when scientists were desperately
 seeking ways to organize and share their accumulated wartime research.
In 1945, noted scientist Vannevar Bush published an essay in the Atlantic Monthly titled
 "As We May Think," which proposed a massive information index that people from all ove
 the world could access and search. 

Although Bush's system was mechanical (and was never developed), his essay had a
 profound impact on many who would one day help design the Internet and the World Wide
 Web. For this reason, Vannevar Bush is considered the theoretical father of the Web. 

Given this background, the actual Web was originally conceived as a way for physicists to
share their research data. In 1989, Tim Berners-Lee led a team at Switzerland's European
Particle Physics Laboratory (CERN) in developing the initial World Wide Web standards. 

Key among these was the use of hypertext,   or portions of an online document that, when
selected, take the user to a related, or "linked," document. For instance, if a user was reading
a Web document about dinosaurs and selected the hypertext word "Tyrannosaurus," he or
she would go directly to a document dealing specifically with that species of dinosaur. 

The next great innovation for the Web came in 1992, when programmers from the National
Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) at the University of Illinois developed the
Mosaic browser, a software application that displayed not only the text of a Web document (or
page), but embedded graphic elements as well.

WHAT MAKES IT UNIQUE?

We have already cited hypertext and multimedia as two of the outstanding features of the
 World Wide Web. Among the Web's other distinct advantages are:

Open standards that allow Web pages to be viewed

through any computer with an Internet connection and a

Web browser. 

The ability to make software and data files available for downloading. 

 Ease of use; you just point and click on your  browser to access the

 information you need. 

For the individual or organization wishing to distribute information,

the Web makes "publishing" easy and cheaper. Putting

information on the Web is quite inexpensive compared with

traditional publishing, yet puts that information before a potential audience of 
millions. And unlike a printed publication, a Web document can be revised

and updated at any time. 

A QUICK TOUR OF A WEB SITE

A Web site may consist of a single Web page, or may comprise multiple, interconnected
 pages. 

Browser tools help you navigate around the Web. These vary among browsers, but most include tools for moving back and forth between pages, saving data to your hard disk, and controlling how Web pages will appear on your screen. 

A "Bookmark" list, "favourites" list or "hotlist" lets you save the names and locations of favourite sites for easy reference (usually accessible through pull-down menus).   

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the address of a Web site. URLs for Web pages begin with the code http:// ("http" stands for hypertext transfer protocol). 

Some Web pages contain special graphic buttons that, when clicked, take you to another resource as would a regular hotlink. 

Hypertext hotlinks are connections to other pages and resources. To access, you just click on them with your mouse or trackball. 

Most pages contain hotlinks throughout the text, as well as lists of links to other sites judged by the author/sponsor to be of particular interest. Some sites contain hotlinks to places where you can download software, listen to a sound file, or view a video clip. 
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